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Draft until signed 

Minutes of Combs Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 9th May 2016 at 7.30pm, Battisford Village Hall, Straight Road, Battisford 

 

Present: S Scarff (Chairman), D Stephens-Row (Vice Chairman), T Whitehead (Councillor), J Crooks 

(Councillor), S Reynard (Councillor), D Thorpe (Councillor) 

Attending: S Meech (Clerk), Cllr J Truelove (County Councillor), Cllr D Whybrow (District Councillor) 

 

1. Apologises for absence 

 None received 

2. Declarations of Interest 

 Cllr Crooks – Finance – Item 10 c) iv) 

3. Minutes of meeting hold on Monday 11th April 2016 

 Signed as a true and accurate copy of the meeting 

4. Matters arising from the minutes 

 No matters arising from the minutes 

5. Public Forum 

No members of the public in attendance. However, Cllr Stephens-Row would like to thank 

Combs Parish Council on behalf of Battisford and District Cricket Club for the donation 

received and was pleased to report that the children are able to have new protective 

equipment. 

6. County Councillors Report 

 See Appendix 1 

Action – Cllr Truelove to arrange a meeting with highways and Cllr Scarff to discuss drainage 

issues at the end of Mill Road 

7. District Councillors Report 

 See Appendix 2 

Cllr Whybrow brings attention to Item 3.0 of his report advising Combs Parish Council that 

they should put some comments forward with regards to this large development. 

Action – Extraordinary meeting to be called for Saturday morning to discuss comments to put 

forward to MSDC planning department regarding the development brief for land south of 

Union Road, Stowmarket 

8. Parish Council Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman has no other items to report other than items that are already included in the 

agenda 

9. Planning 

a. Applications received for consideration - None received 

b. Decisions received from MSDC 
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i. 0574/16 – The Tannery, Tannery Road, Combs IP14 2EN – Change of use from 
residential flats to offices (Class B1 use) – Permission granted 

ii. 0730/16 – Ivydene Cottages, Bildeston Road, Combs IP14 2JY – Erection of first floor 
rear and single storey rear extensions. Externally render entire dwelling – 
Permission granted 

 
10. Finance 

a. Accounts review to date - Cllr Whitehead explains that our bank balances are high further to 

discussions she has had with SALC over reasonable reserve amounts. Cllr Scarff explains that 

there is a large excess that is earmarked for street lighting but proposes that some monies 

from village/charity projects is also put towards a 2nd defibrillation machine for the village so 

that most of the village would be within easy reach of a machine. All councillors agree for the 

budget excess from last year to be put towards the purchase of a 2nd defibirillation machine 

for Combs. Cllr Truelove also advises that the circulating of the speed sign will have to be 

considered in our costings.  

 Action – Clerk to advise Community Heartbeat Trust of our wish to purchase another 

defibrillation machine 

b. Payments received – No payments have been received 

c. Payments to hand 

i. Battisford Village Hall Management Committee (BVHMC) – Village hall hire, 
contribution for Barclif magazine for 2015-2016 & broadband services at village hall 
(1st April 2016 – 31st March 2017) - £390.00 – Cllr Crooks proposes payment, Cllr 
Stephens-Row seconds payment and all councillors agree to payment – Cheque 
Number 022082 written and signed 

ii. The Community Heartbeat Trust – Defibrillation Machine - £2424.00 – Cllr Thorpe 
proposes payment, Cllr Reynard seconds payment and all councillors agree to 
payment – Cheque Number 022083 written and signed 

iii. S Meech – Overtime - £27.62 – Cllr Crooks proposes payment, Cllr Whitehead 
seconds payment and all councillors agree to payment – Cheque Number 022084 
written and signed 

iv. J Crooks – Expenses for work carried out in Combs village (Benches, notice board 
posts, dog bin/rubbish bin, top soil burial ground) - £931.03 – carried over from last 
meeting – Cllr Crooks has now provided some receipts so Cllr Thorpe proposes 
payment, Cllr Stephens-Row seconds and all councillors agree to payment. Cheque 
Number 022085 written and signed 

v. Stowmarket Town Council – Grass cutting (St Mary’s Churchyard) - £360.00 – Cllr 
Crooks proposes payment, Cllr Reynard seconds payment and all councillors agree 
payment. Cheque Number 022086 written and signed 

 
11. Change of address and signatories for bank account 

Forms completed and signed for change of address and signatories (Cllr Scarff and Cllr Thorpe 

as existing signatories and Cllr Whitehead and Cllr Stephens-Row as new signatories) 

Action – Clerk to enquire at TSB for business banking information for Combs Parish Council to 

consider change of bank for the parish council accounts 

12. Cancellation of standing order for clerks bank account 

 Clerk advises Combs Parish Council that a standing order payment is still being paid into her 

 old bank account 

Action – Cllr Scarff to enquire with Santander as to why this standing order has not yet been 

cancelled 

13. Standing orders review 
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Action – All councillors to review the current standing orders before the extraordinary 

meeting on Saturday 

14. Financial Regulations Review 

Action – All councillors to review financial regulations before the extraordinary meeting on 

Saturday 

15. Risk Assessment Review 

Action – All councillors to review the risk assessment before the extraordinary meeting on 

Saturday 

16. Members Interests 2016 – Pecuniary and Non-pecuniary 

 Councillors to provide clerk with the relevant information for up to date interests of members 

17. Asset Register Review 

Assets to be added that were purchased this year are company laptop, a bench and dog 

waste bin.  

Action – All councillors to review current assets before the extraordinary meeting on 

Saturday 

18. Clerks contract of employment review 

Action – Cllr Scarff and Cllr Whitehead to review before the extraordinary meeting on 

Saturday 

19. Transparency Fund 2016/2017 

 To be reviewed for the next full parish council meeting and to be added to the next agenda 

20. Street Lighting – quotation for street lighting 

Cllr Thorpe reads out and explains the quotation received from Pearce & Kemp for an 

upgrade on the street lighting in Combs. Cllr Thorpe explains that the quotation is to replace 

27 lights within Combs Parish with LED light fixtures and for the replacement of four concrete 

columns. A repair has been carried out but in a few years all lighting will need replacing and if 

LED bulbs are put in these could be transferable to metal. The minimum order is 10 but if we 

order over 15 then Pearce & Kemp will consider deducting an extra £3-£4 per lantern. Cllr 

Scarff suggested we seek to request a quote from another contractor for a fair comparison of 

costing.  

Action – Cllr Thorpe to fill out a claims form for our insurance company for the broken light 

we currently have now that we have a quotation for cost. Also to seek another company that 

can provide us with a quotation for lighting 

Action – Cllr Truelove to investigate if there are any eco grants available to help towards the 

lighting change costs as the lights are getting old and power costs would be reduced 

21. Defibrillation machine – training seminar/installation 

Cllr Whitehead and Cllr Reynard advise that so far six people have booked for the 

defibirillation training seminar on Saturday. The training seminar is due to begin at 11am. Cllr 

Scarff opens discussion for allocated funds from the village project budget to fund a 2nd 

defibirillation machine for the Tannery end of the village. Cllr Stephens-Row proposes this 

purchase, Cllr Crooks seconds and all councillors agree for £2,500 maximum to be used for a 

2nd defibrillation machine. 
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Action – Clerk to get another defibrillation machine ordered and Cllr Scarff to investigate 

suitable position for its location 

22. Combs cemetery 

Cllr Stephen-Row advises Combs Parish Council that he had a tidy up at the cemetery the 

other weekend and cleaned the cremation plaques, Cllr Crooks helped to dispose of the 

waste created. 

23. St Mary’s Churchyard 

As yet a quote for further grass cutting and tidying up has not yet been received from 

Stowmarket Town Council. 

Action – Cllr Scarff to chase Stowmarket Town Council for their quotation 

24. Correspondence 

 Cllr Crooks advises that there is now fibre optic connection in Little London 

25. Any other business raised by councillors for inclusion on the next agenda 

 Allocation of funding for defibrillation machine 

 Purchase of printer under the Transparency Fund 2016/2017 

 

26. Date and time for next meeting – Monday 13th June 2016 at 7.30pm 

 

Meeting closed at 9.35pm 
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Appendix 2 

Report to Combs Parish Council for Full Council Meeting on Monday 9th May 2016 From David 

Whybrow, Mid Suffolk District Councillor.  

  

1.0 Planning (since last report 11th April 2016 to date of report)  
1.1 Validated There have been no newly validated applications since the last meeting.  

1.2 Pending Decisions  

 1.2.1  The Thatches, Moats Tye, Combs  IP14 2EY  

   Reference 0631/16  

   Erection of replacement dwelling  

Validated 12 February 2016   

Consultation Expiry 15 March 2016  

Target Determination 8 April 2016  

 1.2.2  Yew Tree Cottage, Mill Lane, Combs  IP14 2NF  

   Reference 1568/16  

   Retrospective Application for a change of use of land and erection of a  

   Ground Mounted Solar PV System  

Validated 26 March 2016   

Consultation Expiry 11 April 2016  

Target Determination 21 May 2016  

1.3 Decisions  

 1.3.1  The Tannery, Tannery Road, Combs IP14 2EN  

   Reference 0574/16  

   Change of use from residential flat to offices (Class B1 use)  

Validated 19 February 2015   

Consultation Expiry 23 March 2016  

   Target Determination 15 April 2016  

Determination 15 April 2016  

Decision - Grant  

 1.3.2  Ivydene Cottages, Bildeston Road, Combs IP14 2JY  

   Reference 0730/16  

  Erection of first floor rear and single storey rear extensions. Externally render  

 entire dwelling.   

Validated 18 February 2015   

Consultation Expiry 31 March 2016  

   Target Determination 14 April 2016  

Determination 19 April 2016  

Decision - Grant  
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1.4 Appeals  I am not aware of any Appeals in the period  

  

  

2.0 Personnel changes following MSDC AGM on 28th April 2016  
Cllr Nick Gowrley was confirmed as the new Leader for Mid Suffolk District Council. Nick previously 

worked for MSDC from 1988 until his retirement as Corporate Director in May 2012. He stood as 

Conservative candidate for the Stowmarket South Ward in the 2015 district council elections and 

after winning the seat he became Mid Suffolk’s Deputy Leader and also Portfolio Holder for Housing. 

Cllr Glen Horn is now Deputy Leader and Cllr Elizabeth Gibson-Harries was elected as Chairman of 

the Council.  

In addition to this, the following Portfolio Holders were also approved as follows -   

Cllr Gerard Brewster – Business Growth and Increased Productivity  

Cllr David Burn   - Environment  

Cllr Julie Flatman – Community Capacity Building and Engagement  

Cllr Nick Gowrley – Assets and Investments  

Cllr Glen Horn - Enabled and Efficient Organisation  

Cllr John Levantis – Housing Delivery  

Cllr John Whitehead – Finance  

A new role of “Members with Special Responsibilities” was also created with appointments as 

follows -  

Cllr Roy Barker - Waste  

Cllr Diana Kearsley – Community Activities  

Cllr Suzie Morley – Public Access  

Cllr Jill Wilshaw – Landlord Function  

I have been asked to carry out this role for “Planning”. In these roles we have no executive powers 

but are the lead member for the particular area of responsibility and point of contact for other 

Members, officers and members of the public. Additionally, I will continue to sit on Development 

Control Cttee A and the Planning Referrals Cttee.  

  

  

3.0 Consultation launched on draft development brief for land south of Union Road On 2nd May 2016 

Mid Suffolk District Council commenced a consultation with local residents on a draft Development 

Brief for land in Stowmarket. For a period of four weeks both local residents and statutory 

consultees will have the opportunity to comment on the draft, which relates to some 13 hectares of 

land to the south of Union Road. The consultation closes at 5pm on Tuesday 31st May 2016.   

The Stowmarket Area Action Plan (adopted in February 2013) identified the land to the south of 

Union Road as a location that is appropriate in principle for future additional housing development. 

In line with the requirements of the Area Action Plan, a development brief has to be produced for 



 

9 
 

this site. The purpose of this is to show how the site should be developed in line with relevant 

planning policies as well as conform to the aspirations of the local community.  

The site, which is being put forward for development by Hopkins Homes, has already been subject to 

initial consultation, run by the developer, in December 2015. The feedback they received from this 

was used to help inform the draft Development Brief document.  

Further details can be found on the Council’s website at:  

www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/UnionRoadBrief  

At the end of the consultation period the District Council will consider the comments received and 

take these into account before the brief is endorsed and subsequently used for the purposes of 

determining future planning applications.   

I urge Combs PC to comment on this matter as it may set a precedent for other future potential 

developments contiguous to the existing Stowmarket conurbation but beyond its existing civil 

boundaries.   

  

4.0 June 2016 Town & Parish Liaison meetings   
Invitations and details of these events have been sent to Parish Clerks. These will be held on 

Thursday 9th June   

Mid Suffolk District Council will be holding the next Town & Parish Liaison meetings on  

Thursday 9th June 2016 at 10.00am and at 6.30pm in the Council Chamber, 131 high Street, 

Needham Market and I would like town or parish councils to send up to two representatives to this 

meeting. Clerks are welcome to attend.   The main topics for the agenda will be broadly as follows:  

• Self-Build Housing Schemes  

• Sheltered Housing Scheme Consultation  

• Supporting Growth within the districts, our community engagement events  

• Community Infrastructure Levy  

• Prevent – awareness  

Places are restricted to a maximum of 35 attendees per session on a first come first served basis, so 

please book early. The session will last approximately two hours.  

Please email Josephine.beever@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk to let her know who will attend and the 

capacity in which that person is attending i.e. Councillor, Chairman or Clerk also indicating which 

session they prefer.    

  

  

5.0 Town and Parish Council Newsletter May 2016  
I’ve appended the above to this report for your information. The principal matters covered in this 

Newsletter are as follows –  

• Our Joint Strategic Plan – a Refresh for 2016-20  

• June Town & Parish Liaison Meetings Confirmed (see above)  

• Charlie Adan to take up new post at Kingston upon Thames  

• Developer Contributions Update (CIL and S106) Engagement Events coming soon  
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• Community Heroes Recognised at Awards Evening   

• Tourism Development in Mid Suffolk and Babergh   

• Councils on the Lookout for Fraud 6 Composting Offer now available   

• Mid Suffolk announces its Leader & Portfolio Holders   

• Consultation Launched on Union Road Development Brief   

• New Tenants Pick up their Keys  

  

  

6.0 Planning pre-application non-appointment advice service extended  
From Monday 16 May Development Management will be introducing extra mornings to its duty pre-

application advice service. Members of the public and developers will be able to drop-in on Monday, 

Thursday and Friday mornings at both our Needham and Hadleigh offices.  Appointments for pre-

application advice remain available Monday to Thursday afternoons.  Heritage will still be operating 

one morning a week at each office for Tuesday and Wednesdays.   

   

Development Management is also introducing new email and contact details for the area teams and 

these will be advertised soon.  It is anticipated that overall these changes will improve the service 

and increase availability.   

Contact details  

John Pateman-Gee, Senior Development Management Planning Officer – Key Growth Projects  

Tel: 01449 724535  

Email: John.Pateman-Gee@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk  

  

  

7.0 Conclusion  
I trust the forgoing is informative and relevant.   

Finally, if there are specific matters that you would like me to investigate or report on – just ask.   

  

Contacts details as follows:  

david.whybrow@midsuffolk.gov.uk david@dswhybrow.com  
07799 068 926  

Or visit me at The Old Rectory, Stowmarket Road, Ringshall.  IP14 2HZ  

  

8.0 Appendices  

• MSDC Town and Parish Newsletter May 2016  

  

 


