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Draft until signed 

Minutes of Combs Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 16th January 2017 at 7.30pm, Battisford Village Hall, Straight Road, Battisford 

 

Present: S Scarff (Chairman), D Stephens-Row (Vice Chairman), D Thorpe (Councillor), T Whitehead 

(Councillor), J Crooks (Councillor), S Reynard (Councillor), J Truelove (County Councillor), D 

Whybrow (District Councillor) 

Attending: S Meech (Clerk), John Crooks (Public), S Blemings (SJB Designs for Planning Item 9 a) i) High 

View) 

 

1. Apologises for absence 

 None 

2. Declarations of Interest 

Cllr Crooks – Planning – Item 9 a) i) – High View, Little London – DOI book signed and dated 

by Cllr Crooks 

3. Minutes of meeting held on Monday 12th December 2016 

 Signed as a true and accurate copy of the meeting 

4. Matters arising from the minutes 

Cllr Thorpe advises Combs Parish Council that he is unable to see a name or number for the 

property reported at the last meeting with an overgrown hedge, Cllr Thorpe will continue to 

monitor the hedge and report back to the council it becomes worse. 

Cllr Whybrow refers to Item 7 in the minutes and advises Combs Parish Council that he has 

meetings with senior planning officers and will feedback to Combs Parish Council once he has 

received further information. 

5. Public Forum 

 Nothing for discussion under this agenda item 

6. County Councillors Report 

 See Appendix 1 

Cllr Truelove wants to make Combs Parish Council aware that she has some locality budget 

left for 2016/2017 and will accept applications before the end of February 2017 from any 

local groups that may need funding for a project. 

7. District Councillor Report 

Cllr Whybrow advises Combs Parish Council that with nothing in particular to report a written 

report is not necessary for January 2017, however, he is happy to address any questions that 

Combs Parish Council may have. 

8. Parish Council Chairman’s Report 

 Cllr Scarff advises that the only items he has noted for discussion are included in the agenda. 

9. Planning 

a. Applications received for consideration 
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i. 4912/16 - High View, Little London, Combs, IP14 2ES - Erection of two storey 
dwelling following the demolition of existing dwelling. Improvements to existing 
vehicular access. Stationing of 2no. temporary static caravans for use throughout 
construction – S Blemings is in attendance to inform Combs Parish Council of this 
application and to answer any questions. S Blemings explains that this is a 
resubmission for a replacement dwelling, meaning rather than extensions and 
alterations the building will then be a whole new building and one major advantage 
to the applicant is that VAT on the build will be reclaimable. The elevations are 
identical to the previous planning application for extensions and alterations with 
minor adjustments to ensure that the footings are not in line with the existing, from 
a planning view there are no changes. Cllr Stephens-Row advises that he does not 
see any reason to object to this planning application if there are no changes, Cllr 
Thorpe also agrees and with no further comments all councillors approve the 
planning application. Action – Clerk to advise MSDC of decision made 

ii. 4937/16 – Jackbridge Farm, Jacks Lane, Combs, IP14 2NQ – Erection of a general 
agricultural building – It is advised that this application has been submitted as the 
farm is in need of more storage so therefore require a general farm building to be 
built. All councillors are in support of this application. Action – Clerk to advise MSDC 
of decision made. 
 

Cllr Whybrow leaves the meeting – 7.50pm 
 
 

10. Finance 

a. Accounts review to date – As of 26th December 2016, the current account bank balance was 

£4,375.47 and as of 2nd January 2017, the savings account balance was £12,020.57. 

 

J Crooks (Public) leaves the meeting at 7.55pm 

 

b. Payments received 

i. CAS – Insurance Claim Payment - £623.29 
ii. Memorial Fee – T/L S Cunningham - £180.00 

c. Payments to hand 
i. Pearce & Kemp Ltd – Tannery Road Street Light Repair - £723.29 - Cllr Thorpe 

proposes payment, Cllr Stephens-Row seconded payment and all councillors agree 
payment. Cheque number 022118 is written and signed by Cllr Scarff and Cllr 
Whitehead. 

ii. CAS Business Services Ltd – Additional insurance items - £24.60 - Cllr Whitehead 
proposes payment, Cllr Crooks seconded payment and all councillors agree 
payment. Cheque number 022119 is written and signed by Cllr Scarff and Cllr 
Whitehead. 

iii. SALC – Clerks Networking & Info Event - £9.60 - Cllr Stephens-Row proposes 
payment, Cllr Reynard seconded payment and all councillors agree payment. 
Cheque number 022120 is written and signed by Cllr Scarff and Cllr Whitehead 

iv. S Meech – Clerks Overtime and Expenses - £42.05 - Cllr Reynard proposes payment, 
Cllr Crooks seconded payment and all councillors agree payment. Cheque number 
022121 is written and signed by Cllr Scarff and Cllr Whitehead 

 
11. Risk Assessment and Financial Management 

The up to date risk assessment and financial management document has been reviewed by 

Combs Parish Council as the document was forwarded by email to all councillors prior to the 

meeting and all councillors present approve of its content. Cllr Scarff (Chairman) signs and 

dates the document.           

12. Budget 
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Clerk has prior to the meeting forwarded all financial documentation to the councillors for 

the budget to be considered, paper copies are also circulated in the meeting showing the 

monies spent and received from 1st April 2016 to date and the current budget figures. Cllr 

Scarff explains the figures with the members of the council and how monies will need to be 

spent on upgrading street lighting in the village during 2017/2018. Cllr Whitehead proposes 

the budget, Cllr Stephens-Row seconds and all councillors are in favour of the budget that has 

been drawn up for 2017/2018. 

13. Precept 

MSDC have advised that the council tax base increase for 2017/18 for Combs Parish Council is 

0.4%. However, further to the creation of the budget for 2017/18, amount of monies in 

Combs Parish Council reserve account and increasing the precept slightly in 2016/17 Cllr 

Scarff feels that an increase in the precept amount requested is not appropriate, all 

councillors are in agreement. The precept request will remain the same as the 2016/17 

request £6,850.00 for 2017/18 all councillors are in agreement to request this sum. The 

precept request form is filled out and signed and dated by Cllr Scarff (Chairman), Cllr 

Stephens-Row (Vice Chairman), Cllr Whitehead (Councillor) and S Meech (Clerk). Action – 

Clerk to submit precept request form to MSDC before 31st January 2017. 

14. Quotation from D Windle for maintenance of St Marys Churchyard 

Cllr Scarff advises Combs Parish Council that we currently pay Stowmarket Town Council 

£720.00 per annum for grass cutting and topple testing at St Marys Churchyard. D Windle has 

provided a quotation for Combs Parish Council to consider for grass cutting at St Marys 

Churchyard for 2017 at a total price of £645.00. D Windle would be very happy to take on the 

additional work of St Marys Churchyard. 

Cllr Scarff has spoken to James the Diocese in charge of St Mary’s Church regarding topple 

testing and he has advised that he is not incredibly happy with the process of topple testing 

as headstones/graves can be damaged and he would be happy for the council to carry out 

their own health and safety check and feel the headstones once a year. Owners could then be 

informed of movement with the grave and if very loose they should be laid down, face down 

as this is the best way to preserve them ensuring that pictures and rubbings were taken 

before laying the stones down. James was happy with the churchyard and how it has been 

kept. This item is to be added to the next agenda so that terms of the Stowmarket Town 

Council contract can be reviewed.  

15. BDCC – funding see email 

Cllr Scarff reads out the email that the clerk has received from BDCC for funding towards a 

new net surface and Cllr Stephens-Row advises that checks have been carried out on the nets 

and it has been advised that it would be better to replace the nets rather than repair them, 2 

need replacing and they are at a cost of £1,500.00 a strip. Cllr Scarff highlights that Combs 

Parish Council have been over budget for 2016/2017 and no donations for the cricket club 

have been budgeted for in 2017/2018. Cllr Whitehead also queries whether the subscriptions 

that are paid to the club should be able to cover these costs.  

8.30pm – Cllr Truelove leaves 

Cllr Stephens-Row explains that expenditure has been high at the cricket club and excess 

funds they had have been used already to pay for improvements and essential works such as 

drainage, balustrades and they are pushed to pay for big items of expenditure. Cllr Reynard 

and Cllr Crooks both advise that they would be happy to support some funding to the club.  
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Action – Clerk to check with SALC if Combs Parish Council are able to provide funding to both 

Battisford District Cricket Club and Battisford Village Hall Management Committee if 

donations have not been included in the budget for 2017/2018 

16. BVHMC – funding request for floor replacement at Battisford Village Hall 

 See above action point for contact with SALC 

17. Street Lighting 

Cllr Thorpe advises that street light no. 17 has finally been fixed by Pearce & Kemp and he will 

chase for an additional quote for upgrading the street lighting in the village to LED.  

18. Combs cemetery 

Cllr Stephens-Row advises that he has recently visited the cemetery and it is still tidy, 

however, he has made a note of some graves that do require some work such as filling in 

sunken areas and planting grass seed. He suggests that a working party is arranged for early 

February in order for a tidy up to take place and Christmas wreaths to be removed. Cllr Scarff 

advises Cllr Stephens-Row that this is the responsibility of the grave owner and he suggest 

sending letters to grave owners to carry out the appropriate work. However, Cllr Stephens-

Row suggests that the works should be carried out and letter sent to grave owners advising of 

this and saying a contribution to works carried out would be appreciated. Cllr Stephens-Row 

also advises the council that a headstone that has recently been erected is out of line. Action 

– Clerk to photograph the headstone and forward to the stone mason advising that it needs 

to be rectified. 

Cllr Scarff suggests Combs Parish Council keep the green area of the cemetery as a wildlife 

area and Cllr Thorpe advises that he will arrange for this to be maintained as such. Cllr Scarff 

met with an architect at Combs cemetery and he said that it was noticeable as to how much 

space had been lost within the cemetery were graves have not followed the cemetery plan. 

The architect is in the process of drawing up new plans for the cemetery.  

A local funeral directors have also spoke with Cllr Scarff as to our fees at the cemetery and 

how low they are and not in line with some local cemeteries, it is felt that Combs Parish 

Council need to compare cemetery fees in the local area. Action – Cllr Reynard to review the 

fees at Stowmarket Town Councils cemetery and see how they compare with Combs Parish 

Council. 

19. St Marys Churchyard 

Cllr Scarff advises Combs Parish Council that a working party needs to be arranged soon 

ready for action in the Spring. Cllr Scarff has discussed with James at the Diocese the tomb 

that has collapsed at the churchyard and Ann Cole of St Marys has spoken to the family and 

they are unlikely to pay for the tomb to be repaired so therefore permission will be required 

from the family to collapse the stone and place it on top of the tomb. Cllr Scarff also asked 

James about a tree survey being carried out at the churchyard and James has advised that if 

we write to the diocese they can then arrange for this to be carried out free of charge. Repair 

works are currently being carried out at St Marys. 

20. Correspondence 

Combs Parish Council are concerned that HGV’s will be using Mill Lane in February when road 

closures are to occur within Battisford and Combs. Action – Clerk to email SCC Highways to 

request that a sign is erected during the works advising that Mill Lane is unsuitable for HGV’s. 

Cllr Scarff is to investigate the email further for the Battles Over celebration. 
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Cllr Thorpe advises that he has cleared the path near Model Farm for a resident as he was 

struggling to walk on the path where it had become slippery from hedge clippings and leaves 

that were not cleared earlier in the year. Action – Clerk to send a letter to both Ms P Webster 

and Model Farm Residents Association where the trees and hedges have been cleared and 

advise them of the complaint received regarding the slippery path and that it would be 

appreciated that the path is swept and cleared when maintenance takes place. 

Cllr Crooks is to report some fly tipping that he has seen to MSDC. 

Cllr Stephens-Row is to draft a letter to SCC highways regarding the parking along Poplar Hill 

in Combs Ford and to suggest that a layby is considered along with the housing that is being 

built on the boundary of Combs and Combs Ford. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.42pm 
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