Draft until signed

Minutes of Combs Parish Council Meeting
Monday 15" May 2017 at 7.30pm, Battisford Village Hall, Straight Road, Battisford

Present: S Scarff (Chairman), D Stephens-Row (Vice Chairman), D Thorpe (Councillor), J Crooks
(Councillor), S Reynard (Councillor), V Whitehead (Councillor), C Todhunter (Councillor)
Attending: S Meech (Clerk), Clir A Whybrow (County Councillor), Clir D Whybrow (District Councillor)
1. Election of Chairman and Declaration of Office as Chairman

Clir A Whybrow asks Combs Parish Council for nominations for Chairman. Clir Thorpe proposed Clir
Scarff, this was seconded by ClIr Stephens-Row. Clir Scarff confirmed that he was willing to stand for
chairman. The parish councillors all voted and there was a unanimous vote for ClIr Scarff to remain
chairman. Cllr Scarff signs the Declaration of Office with clerk signing as the Proper Officer of Combs
Parish Council. There were no other nominations.

Election of Vice-Chairman

ClIr Scarff (Chairman) asks for nominations for vice-chairman. ClIr Crooks propose Clir Stephens-Row,
this was seconded by ClIr Whitehead. Clir Stephens-Row confirmed that he is willing to stand for vice-
chairman. The parish councillors all voted and there was a unanimous vote for Clir Stephens-Row to
remain as vice-chairman. There were no other nominations.

Declaration of Office — Vice Chairman and Officers of the Parish Council

This item was included in error. Clerk confirmed with SALC that a new declaration of office is not
require by the Vice Chairman and Councillors only the Chairman.

Return of electoral expenses

There has been no election so no expenses to be submitted.
Apologises for absence

None received

Declarations of Interest

ClIr Scarff — Item 14 c) vi) — Payments to hand — Cheque for Combs Fete Insurance — Declaration of
Interest book filled out and signed by Cllr Scarff

Public Forum

No public in attendance

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 10" April 2017

Minutes signed as a true and accurate copy of the meeting by ClIr Scarff (Chairman)

Matters arising from minutes



10.

11.

22,

12,

13.

Iltem 5 — Street Lighting — ClIr Thorpe wanted to confirm the date for the end of the maintenance
contract with Pearce & Kemp in order to advise Carl Foley whom will be taking over the contract — Clir
Scarff confirms it is the end of June

County Councillors Report

Cllr A Whybrow introduces herself and advises Combs Parish Council that she has taken over the role
of County Councillor as ClIr Truelove has now retired. As Clir A Whybrow has just started in the role
there is no monthly report as yet, she will advise the council of her email address it is set up.

District Councillors Report
See Appendix 1
(b/f) Housing White Paper and collaborating with BPC — neighbourhood plan

Clir D Whybrow advises that this housing paper was pre-election and as such maybe revised,
however, he advises that the Housing White Paper gives greater strength than previous papers to
neighbourhood planning and step 1 of the paper is to provide the right homes for the right places.
Local planning within MSDC currently takes priority over neighbourhood planning, however, this is
one of the changes in the new paper and the first point of call will be the other way around. MSDC
will need to be there for expertise, resources and financial support. Clir D Whybrow feels this is a
positive step as the parish council and the community know what needs their community has.

There has been no mechanism previously to join similar parishes together to produce a joint
neighbourhood plan but as this is now possible it seems sensible and easier with cost and production
sharing. Clir D Whybrow advises that if the parish council would like greater control with planning he
would encourage the parish council to consider a neighbourhood plan and is happy to invite a
representative from MSDC to a parish council meeting to discuss this further. All councillors believe it
would be beneficial to have a representative come to a meeting to discuss this further, Clir D
Whybrow to liaise with the clerk to arrange for this to happen.

Clir Scarff advises that he is aware of 4-5 sites in the parish including The Tannery that have been put
forward to the Land Bank at MSDC. He also advises that he remembers in the parish plan of 2011 that
the parish did not want further planning developments especially at greenfield sites. Clir Stephens-
Row also queries whether traffic issues and concerns could be discussed and Cllr Whybrow advises
that there would be further pressure for infrastructure planning being carried out.

Cllr D Whybrow leaves the meeting at 8.23pm
Parish Council Chairman’s Report
The chairman has nothing further to add that is not included in the agenda.

Planning
a. Applications received for consideration

i. 1223/17 — 1 Fir Tree House, Park Road, Combs IP14 2S - Erect black metal railings
2metres high to the front on the property facing onto highway — ClIr Scarff advises
that there have been no objections from neighbours that he knows of. All
councillors are in agreement to support this application however they would like the
following noted to MSDC with their support — firstly the reduced visibility that has
been created when turning right off Bildeston Road to Mill Lane, secondly that the
railings have already been erected before the planning permission is granted and
thirdly that the positioning of the gate has meant that cars are now obstructing the
footpath. Action — Clerk to advise MSDC of decision made

ii. 1361/17 - The Neathouse, Moats Tye, Combs IP14 2EY - Application for variation of
condition 15 following grant of planning permission 2898/09 — Action - Clerk to
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advise MSDC that Combs Parish Council do not wish to make a comment for this
application.

0496/17 - 7 Model Farm, Park Road, Combs IP14 2JG - Replacement of glazed doors
and windows - Action — Clerk to advise MSDC that Combs Parish Council do not wish
to make a comment for this application.

b. Decisions received from MSDC

1011/17 - Walnut Tree Cottage, Moats Tye, Combs IP14 2EX - Non-material
amendment sought following grant of planning permission 3722/15 — Satisfactory
amendments

0656/17 - Sunrise, Bildeston Road, Combs, IP14 2JZ - Erection of a garage extension,
replacing originally approved garage and carport under planning permission
2277/16 — Permission granted

Planning application - 1505/17 - Fir Tree Farm, Bildeston Road, Combs IP14 2LB - Temporary siting of a
caravan, new treatment plant, new wood burning flue, change of bricks, change of use of agricultural land to
garden & addition of solar panels. This application was emailed to the clerk on Saturday and all councillors are
in agreement that they do not feel an extraordinary meeting is required to discuss this application.

14. Finance

a. Accounts Review to Date
Combs Parish Council current account balance as of 26t April 2017, is £6,938.31 and the
current balance of the savings account as of 2" May 2017, is £11,801.10. The £250.00
transfer from the savings account to the current account has now been processed by
Santander.

b. Payments received

i
ii.
iii.
iv.
V.
Vi.

SALC - Transparency funding for scanner - £100.00

MSDC - Precept - £3,425.00

Memorial fees — T/L Audrey Gilbert - £40.00

Full burial reservation fee (including interment fee) — Alan Clark - £340.00

Plot cremation reservation (including interment fee) — Malcolm Pearce - £180.00
Re-open of full burial — T/L Lillian Joyce Jenkins - £100.00

c. Payments to hand

Vi.

S Meech — Clerks Overtime and Expenses - £149.20 — ClIr Stephens-Row proposes
payment, Clir Crooks seconded payment and all councillors agree payment. Cheque
number 022128 is written and signed by Clir Scarff and Clir Thorpe

HMRC — Clerks Tax - £17.20 - Cllr Whitehead proposes payment, Clir Stephens-Row
seconded payment and all councillors agree payment. Cheque number 022129 is
written and signed by ClIr Scarff and ClIr Thorpe

Community Heartbeat Trust — 2" defib (o/s monies) - £1524.00 - ClIr Reynard
proposes payment, Clir Thorpe seconded payment and all councillors agree
payment. Cheque number 022130 is written and signed by Cllr Scarff and Clir
Thorpe

SALC — Annual Subscription NALC included - £313.08 - Clir Whitehead proposes
payment, Cllr Reynard seconded payment and all councillors agree payment.
Cheque number 022131 is written and signed by Clir Scarff and Clir Thorpe

The Whitworth Co-Partnership LLP — Cemetery Plan - £540.00 - Clir Reynard
proposes payment, Clir Crooks seconded payment and all councillors agree
payment. Cheque number 022132 is written and signed by Cllr Scarff and Clir
Thorpe

Business Services at CAS Ltd — Combs Fete Insurance - £94.08 - ClIr Crooks proposes
payment, Cllr Thorpe seconded payment and all councillors agree payment. Cheque
number 022133 is written and signed by Clir Scarff and Clir Thorpe

15. Annual return and associated documents for audit



16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Annual return, supporting statement and receipts and payment summary for 16/17 reviewed by all
councillors and final figures on annual return approved by all councillors. Clerk and ClIr Scarff as
chairman sign and date the annual return.

Letter for signing — bank transfer £1,500.00 from savings account to current account
Letter is agreed by Combs Parish Council and ClIr Scarff and Clir Thorpe sign the letter
Standing order cancellation for clerk’s salary to end 12t July 2017

Letter is agreed by Combs Parish Council and ClIr Scarff and ClIr Thorpe sign the letter
Parish Clerk Vacancy

The closing date for applications for the Parish Clerk Vacancy is 31 May 2017. A resident of the parish
has made an enquiry to the chairman regarding the role and will be invited to the next parish council
meeting. Clir Whitehead has also made some enquires with existing clerks in the area to see if they
maybe interested in applying.

Bank account changes

Due to time restraints during the meeting it is agreed that this item is postponed to the next parish
council meeting on 12t June 2017.

BVHMC - Grant request for new flooring

A letter was received from Battisford Village Hall Management Committee in April 2017 requesting a
donation from Combs Parish Council towards the cost of replacing the village hall floor. This letter is
read out to Combs Parish Council together with the annual report which states that The Biffa Award
that was originally applied for has been unsuccessful and they plan to seek further grant funding.

Unfortunately, we received the donation request after the budgets were planned at the end of 2016
and Combs Parish Council budget has been set for this year. However, Cllr Stephens-Row proposes
that we make a donation of £250.00 and Clir Crooks seconds this and all councillors agree to the
donation and it is to be held as a commitment until confirmation of commencement of works is
received from BVHMC. Combs Parish Council have the power and duty to provide and equip buildings
for use of clubs having athletic, social or educational objectives (Local Government (Miscellaneous
Provisions) Act 1976 s.19). Combs Parish Council also have the power and duty to acquire, provide
and furnish community buildings for public meetings and assemblies (Local Government Act 1972,
s.133).

Action — Clerk to send a letter to BVHMC confirming that their donation of £250.00 is to be held as a
commitment until confirmation of works is received.

Lighting of beacons - WW1

ClIr Scarff highlights an email received from SALC regarding A Nation’s Tribute and WW1 Beacons of
Light project that is to occur next year on 11" November 2018. Clir Scarff has enquired as to the cost
of a beacon and post to be erected in the parish of Combs and the quotation he has received for the
beacon is £700.00 and £693.00 for the post. Councillors feel that this is quite a high price and Cllr
Whitehead suggests approaching apprentices and colleges. Clir Stephens-Row enquires with Clir A
Whybrow as to whether this is a project that could have some funding available from her locality
budget, Cllr A Whybrow advises that yes this is something that could be considered within her remit.

Another suggestion from ClIr Scarff is the organizing of a fundraising event such as a barn dance
towards the cost. The beacon would be a permanent fixture for the parish and the cemetery could be



23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

considered as a location as it is up on a hill. Rev Chris Childs has confirmed that he would be happy to
carry out a service that night and to open the church for drinks.

Speed signs

ClIr Scarff advises that recorder boxes have been placed by SCC around the parish, however, due to
time constraints this item is to be moved to the next agenda.

Footpaths

An email has been received from a resident regarding issues with footpaths and drains around the
parish, SCC have now cleared the areas.

Action — Clerk to reply to resident’s email to advise that works have now been carried out
Straw movements

Clir Thorpe had a meeting with James Portway at The Tannery regarding trees, drains etc. on his land
and the issues with straw movements from Sloe Farm, Battisford. J Portway advised that he is aware
of the problems with trees on his land and ClIr Thorpe explained that A Chaplin had offered to cut the
trees back with his permission, however, J Portway advises that some of the trees do have tree
preservation orders, he does employ tree surgeons at times so will investigate this with them when
they next visit.

Cllr Stephens-Row also spoke with D Windle regarding the willow tree in his garden, however, he is
reluctant to cut this tree back further as he already cut it back and high the other year on request
from the council so it should not be a concern, D Windle will still look into this though.

Contact Details for cemetery notice board — content

ClIr Scarff advises that he would like the current email and phone number for the parish clerk on the
cemetery noticeboard in case of any queries.

Action — Clerk to produce a notice with current email and phone number for clerk

Combs cemetery including fee revision

Clir Scarff has been researching the cemetery fees for other councils including Stowmarket Town
Council and some other parishes as it has become apparent that our fees are substantially lower than
elsewhere. He has produced a new fee structure and forwarded this around to Combs Parish Council.
Clir Stephens-Row proposes the new fee structure and Clir Whitehead seconds, all councillors are in

agreement with the proposal and the new fees are adopted by the council.

Action - Clerk to amend the fee structure accordingly and to forward to funeral
directors/stonemasons as appropriate.

St Mary’s Churchyard

ClIr Scarff advises that the grass has just been cut and he has been advised that the churchyard is
looking very tidy.

Correspondence

Clir Crooks has brought in 10 litter pickers and high vis vests that he has sourced from MSDC together
with rubbish bags in order to carry out litter picking through the village.



Clir Crooks advises Combs Parish Council that when he posted the agendas for the clerk it was very
difficult to push pins into the cork board in the noticeboard at Queens Close and the posts of the
noticeboards have rotted.

Action - CllIr Crooks to supply and fit new posts for the noticeboard

Clir Crooks also makes Combs Parish Council aware that he has received reports of suspicious
activities in Combs cemetery car park with an assumption that it could be drug related.

Action — Clerk to contact the SNT Team at Stowmarket Police Station to advise of the activity at
Combs cemetery for their assistance and advice.

30. Any other business for inclusion on the next agenda
e  Street lighting
e Bankaccount
e Speed signs

31. Date and time of next meeting — Monday 12" June 2017 at 7.30pm

Meeting closed at 9.55pm



Appendix 1

Councillor David Whybrow (Conservative)
Mid Suffolk District Council Member for Ringshall Ward

Report to Combs Parish Council

Full Parish Council Meeting on Monday 10t April 2017

Planning (since 13* February 2017 to date of report)

1.1 Validated (awaiting Decision) -
1.1.1 Sunrise, Bildeston Road, Combs P14 2JZ

Reference 0656/17 (Full)

Erection of a garage extension, replacing originally approved garage and
carport under planning permission 2277/16

Validated 17 Feb 17

Consultation expiry 24 Mar 17

Target Determination 14 Apr 17

1.1.2 Walnut Tree Cottage, Moats Tye, Combs P14 2EX

1.1.4

Reference 1011/17 (Full)

Non- material amendment sought following grant of planning permission
3722/15 — Roof to be altered to a flat roof structure with glazed lantern from
the approved pitched roof. Current ‘Hardiplak’ cladding to be replaced with
black weatherboarding.

Validated 13 Mar 17

Target Determination 10 Apr 17

1.1.3 America Barn, Bildeston Road, Combs P14 2JB

Reference 1024/17 (Full) & 1026/17 (Listed Building)

Replacement & removal of windows. Relocation & replacement of doors plus
one new door opening. Erection of single storey lobby and boot/mud room.
Internal alterations.

Validated 14 Mar 17

Consultation expiry 19 Apr 17

Target Determination 09 May 17

The Neathouse, Moats Tye, Combs P14 2EY

Reference 1361/17 (Full)

Application for variation of Condition 15 following grant of Planning
Permission 2898/09 (Change of use of land and building including works

to convert redundant barn to a single dwelling) to permit the use of

plastic guttering and rainwater goods Validated 07 Apr 17

Consultation expiry 10 May 17

Target Determination 02 Jun 17

1.2 Decisions —



1.2.1 3 Model Farm, Park Road, Combs P14 2JG

Reference 0272/17 (Full) & 0273/17 (Listed Building)

Installation of an oil fired central heating boiler to the north facing wall and
installation of an oil tank in the garden

Validated 07 Feb 17

Consultation expiry 08 Mar 17

Target Determination 04 Apr 17

Decision 21 Mar 17

Decision — Grant

2.0 Mid Suffolk budget set for 2017/18

In Local Government, we are facing a big financial challenge, with the central government
grant reducing to zero over the next few years. To continue providing the services our
communities need we are having to look at other options of providing finance to pay for
them, and that does include council tax rises, but we are determined to keep any rise
proportionate and as low as possible while still safeguarding our services.

We are looking at generating more income to deliver our services: our Waste Team is
widening their subscription services and we have taken a fresh look at the assets and
investments we as a council hold, with our new Capital Investment Fund alone set to
provide £250,000 in income. Every penny of this goes towards supporting the services our
communities need, while the Community Infrastructure Levy we introduced last year has
already raised over a quarter of a million to invest in key infrastructure.”

At Mid Suffolk’s Full Council meeting in February an increase of 1.64% in Council Tax was
approved as councillors voted in favour of the 2017/18 budget. This will mean that residents
who live in a Band D property will see a rise in their Council Tax of £2.61.

The key highlights behind the decision are:

The increase in Council Tax of 1.64% will see the largest properties paying £5.22
more over the course of the year, with the smallest seeing an increase of just £1.74.

There will be no change to the Council Tax Reduction Scheme for eligible residents,
with residents most in need paying only 5% of their bill

There will be no significant change to service levels despite the reduction in
government support, as income generation and cost reduction measures have
replaced the loss in government grant

There will be a decrease of 1% on council house rents, equivalent to an average
rent reduction of 84p a week as required by the Welfare Reform and Work Act

Sheltered housing service charges will be increased by a maximum of £4 per week
for each scheme, to reduce the subsidy from general needs housing by £80,000.
However, there will be no change to utility charges for sheltered housing tenants

There will be an increase of 10% on garage rents, equivalent to an average increase
of 74p per week



Despite Mid Suffolk facing further cuts in core funding from central government we have
pledged that those most in need will not pay more than 5 per cent of their council tax bill.
Our Council Tax Reduction Scheme allows residents on low incomes to apply for a reduced
Council Tax bill, with some paying as little as 5% of their total.

For more information visit our website at:
http://baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk/counciltax/exemptions-discounts-and-reductions/council-
tax-reduction-low-income/

4.0 More investment by us in key market towns to provide new homes to meet the needs of
local people

Mid Suffolk has recently completed the purchase of two more redundant sites from Suffolk
County Council which it will now develop to provide much needed new housing.

One of the sites is located in Walnut Tree Walk, Stowmarket and includes the former Middle
School and Community Education Centre located on Childer Road. The other is Paddock
House in Wellington Road, Eye, which includes a 30 bed redundant care home and a
detached 3 bedroom bungalow in the grounds.

These two latest acquisitions, together with the former Middle School site in School Lane,
Needham Market, which was bought last year, demonstrates the determination by Mid
Suffolk to invest in its market towns and provide new homes to meet the needs of local
people. In addition to this, it is anticipated the construction phase will bring more jobs into
both areas and give local businesses a vital boost through increased footfall.

Work to appoint development partners for these sites will begin this summer and any
proposals which are drawn up will be subject to a public consultation through the usual

planning processes. It is hoped that work on both sites will start next summer.

We firmly believe this sort of investment is crucial in helping to ensure our market towns
continue to be sustainable and are able to flourish.

5.0 Mid Suffolk secures over £225k to help fund community led housing

Mid Suffolk District Council has secured £225,476 in grants to help local communities deliver
housing in the area. Our neighbour, Babergh DC have secured £189,741. The funding was
secured from the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG). The higher
sum was secured for Mid Suffolk due to analysis by the DCLG on the number of second
homes in each district. In addition a further £15,000 has been secured for each district
(totalling £30,000) from the DCLG’s Custom Build Programme. Both funding streams are
part of the government’s national £3bn home building fund announced in the Autumn
Statement last year.



This funding will help communities build the capacity to identify housing need and housing
potential in their area and bring community led developments forward. As the first
instalment of a five year funding programme from the DCLG, this capacity will allow
community led developments to be identified and developed with additional funding over
the next four years.

Council officers are currently looking at a number of ways to best use the funding to
empower communities to build this capacity. The councils will work closely with
communityled housing groups and other stakeholders — such as the Community Land Trusts
network and the Home and Communities Agency — to put the right tools in place to ensure
efficient delivery of new houses over the coming years.

The Lavenham Community Land Trust is an example of one of these groups in action, who
have obtained planning permission for a new housing scheme in Harwood Place, Lavenham
with Partners Hastoe Housing Association. This new funding will allow other communities
across Babergh and Mid Suffolk to follow this example and bring forward housing in their
areas.

With a growing and aging population our housing needs are changing across the District.
This funding will help communities, such as the villages in the Ringshall Ward, to identify
potential housing in their area, putting more power in the hands of the people who know
the villages best. Mid Suffolk will be in contacting you in the coming months to commence a
discussion as to how this new funding can be best utilised.

6.0 Attracting external funding to support our communities.

The Communities Team work on developing opportunities to utilise external funding to
support the wide range of activity in our localities. The number of awards and total grant
sum awarded during 2015/16 to our communities from the ‘BIG Lottery Awards for All’ for
grants up to £10k is 11 Awards in Mid Suffolk with a value of just over £ 90,000.

A small snapshot of other funding secured is as follows:

The Geoffrey Burton Charitable Trust 2014/15 f 4,550
2015/16 £11,000
Suffolk Historic Churches 2014/15 £ 38,000

2015/16 £ 87,829

Suffolk Community Foundation 2014/15 f 147,271
2015/16 f 173,377

This represents a significant boost to the community capital leveraged to support our
communities.

The Communities Team are running as Funding Fair this coming Wednesday, 12t April, at
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Metfield Village Hall between 10.00 and 16.00. It will be a day of information and
workshops focussed on fundraising for community groups. Ideal for village hall committees,
parish councils, play areas, getting people active, reducing rural isolation, and improving
health and wellbeing. The guest speaker will be David Jessup from the BIG Lottery. There
will be workshop sessions on ‘The Importance of Good Governance’, ‘How to make a Good
Application’ and ‘Energy Efficiency - Save don’t Spend!’. Places are limited and booking is
essential — contact josehine.beever@baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk.

7.0 Open Spaces Assessment — Parish Councils’ survey

An assessment of open spaces across Mid Suffolk has recently been commissioned to
provide up-to-date evidence on the location, type and quality of existing provision so that it
can be identified where surpluses or deficits exist. The study will be used as part of the
evidence base for the Joint Local Plan, and to help inform decisions regarding the future of
open spaces, including helping to prioritise improvements and to ensure that spaces
provided as part of new development relate to needs. The study will also help to support
the Leisure, Sport and Physical Activity Strategy which is currently being developed.

As part of the work, the consultants, Ethos Environmental Planning, have produced a short
survey which will be circulated to all Parish and Town Councils. This will ask for information
on existing open spaces within their communities and for information about their
aspirations for future improvements. The feedback will be used to supplement the analysis
of existing data held by the Councils and other information which Ethos are collating.

| strongly urge you to engage with this survey.

8.0 Town & Parish Liaison Meetings Confirmed

The date for the May Town & Parish Liaison Meeting has now been confirmed as Thursday
18 May. It will consist of a morning meeting which will start at 10am and an evening one at
6.30pm, with venues to be confirmed. The agenda is yet to be finalised but will be sent out
much nearer the time.

If you have any specific topics you would like to suggest for the agenda, please contact Jo

Beever. Parishes are invited to send two representatives, councillors, and/or clerk. Places
are limited for all these sessions, so do please respond asap.

9.0 Avian Flue Outbreak

The 3km Protection Zone and the 10km Surveillance Zone have now been withdrawn. The
national Prevention Zone introduced in 2016 remains in place and will be reviewed by 30t
of April.

The feedback from DEFRA and industry with regards to the local authority response to the

11



Avian Influenza outbreaks has been very positive. The DEFRA disease lead Gordon Hickman
attended the National Animal Health and Welfare Panel meeting last week to thank all local
authorities for the work they and their multiagency partners have undertaken to both
respond to outbreaks and to encourage keepers to house or separate poultry from wild birds.

10.0 Conclusion

| trust the forgoing is informative and relevant.

Finally, if there are specific matters that you would like me to investigate or report on — just
ask.

Contacts details as follows:

david.whybrow@midsuffolk.gov.uk david@dswhybrow.com

07799 068 926

Or visit me at The Old Rectory, Stowmarket Road, Ringshall. 1P14 2HZ
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