Draft until signed
Minutes of Combs Parish Council Meeting

Monday 8 January 2018 at 7.30pm, Battisford Village Hall, Straight Road, Battisford

Present: S Scarff (Chairman), D Stephens-Row (Vice Chairman), D Thorpe (Councillor), T Whitehead
(Councillor); C Todhunter (Councillor).; J Crooks (Councillor); A Whybrow (County Councillor).

Attending: T Bamber (Clerk)

1.

Apologies for absence

S Reynard (Councillor); Cllr D Whybrow (District Councillor)
Declarations of interest

None

Public Forum

No members of the public were present.

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 11 December 2017
Minutes for 11" December 2017 were signed as a true and accurate copy of the meeting.
Matters arising from the minutes

There were no matters arising that are not covered elsewhere.
County Councillors Report

e The County Councillor’s report is attached as appendix ‘A’.

e Onthe subject of potholes, Clir Whybrow reported that priority is being given to ‘A’ roads.
She has asked that serious consideration be given to other routes, given the amount of
through traffic: this will be followed up.

e  Clir Whybrow confirmed that the list of speed signs in need of attention, sent to her by Clir
Scarff, has been forwarded and this will be followed up.

e  ClIr Scarff reported that Jockey’s Lane (the byway between Bildeston Road and Jack’s Lane
via Jockey’s Hall) is now in poor condition due to heavier traffic use — presumably a result of
the closure of Combs Lane- and some vehicles, apparently unaware that this is a route
unsuitable to heavy traffic, are getting stuck, damaging crops during their efforts to turn
around. Cllr Whybrow will request assistance from Highways in respect of this road and also
in respect of Jack’s Lane, which is similarly affected by the closure of Combs Lane.

District Councillors Report
See Appendix 1

Parish Council Chairman’s Report

Nothing to report that is not covered elsewhere.



9. Planning

a.

10. Finance
a.

Applications received for consideration
No applications have been submitted

Decisions received from MSDC
No decisions have been received.

Accounts review to date — Current Account balance as of 26" December 2017 is £8,461.16
and the savings account balance as of 2" January 2018 is £1,901.10.

Payments received
i Memorial fee T/L Beryl May Hurst £45.00
ii. Memorial fee T/L Peter Tricker £45

Payments to hand
i. Stowmarket Town Council — Combs Churchyard maintenance - £840.00 (invoices for
£360 & £480). Payment was proposed by ClIr Stephens-Row, seconded Clir
Todhunter, all agreed. Cheque number 022156 was written, and signed by ClIr Scarff
and CllIr Thorpe.

Budget — details having been previously circulated, Clir Scarff set out the proposed budget
for the year 2018/2019 proposed that it be accepted as presented, namely a total
expenditure of £13,405 with a precept of £7,250. It was proposed by Clir Stephens-Row,
seconded ClIr Crooks, that the budget be accepted as proposed and that the clerk be
authorised to complete the requisite documentation. This was unanimously agreed.

The budget included a community project figure of £2,000 for a beacon to commemorate the
end of World War One and while this received full support it was agreed that this item
should more properly appear under the ‘Donations - Section 137’ heading as it is not clearly
permitted under standing rules. On the subject of the beacon several suggestions were
made:
i A good location would be the high ground in the cemetery;
ii. It would be good to have a plaque noting its purpose and details
of any financial support;
iii. Local businesses may be happy to add their support —the clerk
will look into this;
iv. Any and all relatives of Combs residents who went to war to be
invited.
ACTION: - Clerk to complete and submit Precept request to Mid Suffolk District Council.
-Clerk to approach local businesses regarding support for the WW1 beacon.

11. Bus Shelter

It would seem that because it is such a relatively small job, few businesses are interested in tendering
to repair the roof of the bus shelter. Clir Scarff suggested that councillors themselves take this on and,
with the support of ClIr Stephens-Row and ClIr Thorpe, it was agreed he would look into this.

12. Street Lighting

It was reported that four of the older street lights are in need of repair. Cllr Thorpe has sent a message to
Folley Electrical Services and will follow this up. It was noted that where possible the bulbs from those
lamps now replaced will be utilised to minimise costs.



13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Church Magazine rebranding

ClIr Scarff has established that helpers in the village currently distribute 320 copies of the Barclif News
so distribution should not be a problem. Clir A Whybrow confirmed that she expects to be able to
provide financial help while commercial support is being sought over the first year or two. Clir
Todhunter observed that such a magazine would be of great help in ensuring villagers are aware of
important issues, such as the current planning consultation exercise. Cllr Scarff will discuss the matter
further with Ken Mudd.

ACTION: Chairman to speak with Ken Mudd

Coffee Caravan

Following further discussion Clir Scarff will investigate the possibility of locating the caravan opposite
the house that used to be the ‘Live and Let Live’ and will discuss the matter further with Rev. Childs.

Locality Funding

ClIr Scarff has written to Cllr Whybrow to seek financial support for a WW1 commemorative beacon.
In the absence of Clir D Whybrow, Clir A Whybrow confirmed that they would look to help.

Combs Cemetery
a. ClIr Scarff will order a replacement lock for the cemetery notice board, as the key for the
existing lock has disappeared. The perspex panel has also been cracked and a replacement
will be sought.
St Mary’s Churchyard
Clir Scarff has learned that the costs indicated by Stowmarket Town Council are for cutting the grass
only (no hedge trimming or other work). Clir Stephens-Row is awaiting details from David Windle but

is aware that the price will be held to the same as this last year.

ClIr Scarff will send the clerk a list of the cemetery maintenance requirements and the clerk will then
seek a tender from Green & Clean (the firm that currently maintains Model Farm).

ACTION: - ClIr Stephens-Row to speak with David Windle
- Chairman to obtain the tender requirements and send to Clerk
- Clerk then to contact Green & Clean
Clerk’s Course
Suffolk Association or Local Councils will be running a course for Parish Clerks at a cost of £100 plus
VAT. It was proposed that the Clerk be authorised to attend by Clir Thorpe: this was seconded by Clir
Stephens-Row and unanimously agreed.
Action: Clerk to book Clerk’s Course.
Correspondence
None not covered elsewhere.

Any other business for inclusion on the next agenda

1. Clir Crooks requested that Litter Picking to be added to the agenda.

3



21. Date and time of next meeting — Monday 12 February 2018 at 7.30pm

The Meeting closed at 8.50pm.
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Bosmere
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Suffolk school travel consultation launched

Suffolk County Council has called for unity in efforts to find a long-term solution to providing affordable
home to school transport as a major public consultation gets underway.

People who give their views as part of a consultation on the future of school travel in Suffolk will be
listened to carefully and have the opportunity to influence the final outcome, the council has said.

The two and half month consultation, which starts today (Tuesday 12 December), invites people to
help the council shape the future of school and post-16 travel policies.

Suffolk County Council has already listened to headteachers and included additional options in the
consultation document. The pledge today is to do more of the same as the authority seeks help to find
a long-term solution to the funding issues facing home to school transport.In Suffolk, £21 million of
taxpayers’ money is spent per year getting children to and from school. Suffolk County Council has
already introduced a number of efficiency changes to the service saving around £2.6 million.

Now, like many other councils across the country, the authority needs to consider making more
significant changes. It is therefore consulting on changing its school and post-16 travel policies so the
service can be affordable, sustainable, and capable of meeting growing demand in the future.

The council’s current school and post-16 travel policies go above legal requirements, which means
around 2400 children and young people receive free/subsided school or post-16 travel that Suffolk
County Council is not legally required to provide and that they wouldn’t get in many other parts of the
country. In addition, around 2400 children receive free travel to schools further away than legally
required to provide. The proposed consultation seeks views on changing these policies and includes
three alternative options, pre-and post-16.



Option 1: In September 2019, change the school travel policy so that it is in line with the legal
requirements. This would mean implementing all the changes in one go, including ceasing free travel
to the transport priority area schools where it is not the pupils’ nearest.

Option 2: From September 2019, introduce the changes year by year as a child joins or moves
school so that it is in line with legal requirements. This means that we would introduce all the changes
on a phased basis. This option would cost Suffolk County Council an estimated £8.8 million to
implement.

Option 3: Make no changes to the school travel policy but make savings from other services
provided by Suffolk County Council.

Suffolk County Council is also asking for feedback on several other matters, including using Rights of
Way as part of the way distance to a school is measured and a range of local solutions, such as Local
collection hubs and opt-in to travel, which we have developed with a range of schools.

Further details on these options can be found on the consultation website:
www.suffolk.gov.uk/schooltravel (link to go live at 5.00pm)

To have your say from 9.00am on 12 December please fill out the consultation survey, alternatively
you can download a hard copy from the website and return to:

Suffolk County Council — school and post-16 travel consultation
Endeavour House

8 Russell Road

Ipswich

Suffolk

IP1 2BX

The consultation will run from 12 December 2017 to 28 February 2018 and there will be a full
programme of events and opportunities for discussion. This includes consultation workshops where
you can consider themes from the consultation, the proposals and general questions and answer
sessions.

Venue Room Date Time
Kesgrave Conference Cent_re Orwell Room 16 January 19:00 -
Twelve Acre Approach, Ipswich IP5 :
2018 20:30
1JF
Eye Community Centre Main Hall 17 January 19:00 -
Magdalen Street, Eye, IP23 2DH 2018 20:30
River Stour Trust - the Visitor VEC
Education Centre 18 January 19:00 -
Dove House, Great Cornard, CO10 2018 20:30
OGF
Beccles Public Hall Main Hall 22 January 19:00 -
Smallgate, Beccles NR34 9AD 2018 20:30
Lakenheath Pavilion Main Hall )
Eriswell Road, Lakenheath |P27 23 January 19:00 -
9AF 2018 20:30



http://www.suffolk.gov.uk/schooltravel
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1029x16624379392665647140&id=YN1029x16624379392665647140&q=Lakenheath+Pavilion&name=Lakenheath+Pavilion&cp=52.4102172851563%7e0.525035977363586&ppois=52.4102172851563_0.525035977363586_Lakenheath+Pavilion&FORM=SNAPST
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN1029x16624379392665647140&id=YN1029x16624379392665647140&q=Lakenheath+Pavilion&name=Lakenheath+Pavilion&cp=52.4102172851563%7e0.525035977363586&ppois=52.4102172851563_0.525035977363586_Lakenheath+Pavilion&FORM=SNAPST

West Suffolk House WSH - GFR12 5 sessions

Western Way, Bury St Edmunds, - Meeting 26 January bereen
Room 2018 14:00 -
IP33 3YU o0

Suffolk is chosen as one of only 10 pilot areas
to retain 100% of business rates

The amount of money allocated to each Local Authority in England for the next financial year was
announced today by the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Gvernment, Sajid Javid.

As part of the announcement, Suffolk County Council has been named as one of the pilot areas for a
new Government scheme to retain 100% of business rates from Council Tax in 2018/19.

In future, Business Rates will be an even greater income stream for all local authorities and this is an
opportunity for Suffolk to influence how it will operate in a two-tier system.

Until more information is released from the Department for communities and Local Government it is
not possible to say exactly how much additional income this could generate into the Suffolk system.

Fully funded first-time central heating systems
for Suffolk residents

Suffolk’s local authorities are now able to provide fully funded central heating systems™ to 514 fuel
poor households across Suffolk over the next three years. Around 4 million UK households are in fuel
poverty, unable to affordably heat their home to the temperature needed to stay warm and healthy. As
well as being on low incomes many of these households are also faced with the additional burden of
relying on heating systems that are inefficient and expensive to run

The local authorities working together as the Suffolk Climate Change Partnership have been
successful in securing funding from the first round of the Warm Homes Fund for a project worth £4.3
million.

The Suffolk project is being managed by the County Council, administered by Suffolk Warm Homes
Healthy People based at Suffolk Coastal District Council and supported with further funding from
Babergh, Mid-Suffolk, Forest Heath and Waveney District Councils plus Ipswich and St Edmundsbury
Borough Councils. Alongside the first-time heating system, households will also be able to benefit
from new insulation measures to make the homes more energy efficient as well as grants from the
Suffolk Community Foundation’s ‘Surviving Winter Appeal’ where eligible.

The new £150m fund was established by National Grid using part of the proceeds from the sale of the
company’s majority stake in its gas distribution business. It will fund the installation of affordable
heating solutions in fuel poor households which don’t use mains gas as their primary source of heat.

*subject to survey and conditions



