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Minutes of Combs Parish Council Meeting  

Monday 8 October 2018 at 7.30pm, Battisford Village Hall, Straight Road, Battisford 
 

 
Present: S Scarff (Chairman); C Todhunter (Vice Chairman); T Whitehead (Councillor); D Thorpe 
(Councillor); J Crooks (Councillor); S Reynard (Councillor). Tracey Chaplin (potential councillor) 

 
Absent: Cllr D Whybrow (District Councillor) 

  
1. Apologies for absence 

 
Cllr J Crooks 
  

2. Declarations of interest 
 

(none) 
 

3. Public Forum 
 

Cllr C Knock (chair, Battisford Parish Council), Rev C Childs and Mr K Mudd to discuss items 14 and 15 
on the agenda. 
 

4. Minutes of meeting held on Monday 10 September 2018 
 

Minutes for 10 September 2018 were reviewed and were signed as a true and accurate copy of the 
meeting by Cllr Scarff (Chairman). 
 

5. Matters arising from the minutes 
 
There were no matters arising that are not covered elsewhere. 

 
6. County Councillor’s Report 

 
It was noted there will be an election for local County Councillor on 25 October. 
 

7. District Councillor’s Report 
 

Cllr D Whybrow was not present.  
 

8. Parish Council Chairman’s Report 
 

Nothing to report that is not covered elsewhere. 
 

9. Clerk’s Report 
 
Nothing to report that is not covered elsewhere. 

 
(Brought Forward) Item 14 – Neighbourhood Plan 
 
 Cllr Chris Knock, chairman of Battisford Parish Council, addressed the meeting to explain the work 

that had been commenced by Battisford PC and to suggest there was an opportunity to achieve 
economies. Following a discussion Cllr Todhunter suggested a feasibility study be undertaken and it 
was agreed he commence an outline plan. In the meantime, all councillors to seek out potential 
volunteers to help with what would be a considerable amount of work. 

 
Action: councillors to seek out potential volunteers 
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(Brought Forward) Item 15 – Parish Magazine 
  
 Rev Chris Childs set out his view of the benefits of a village magazine, which would cover both church 

and secular village news. Cost was considered as this would be around £1800 annually. Advertising 
revenue is currently £325 but this may grow and Rev. Childs pointed out that County and District 
councillors had offered to help financially for the first year. He also observed that if the magazine 
proved too costly for the council, there was nothing to stop the project being abandoned after the 
first year. 

  
 Cllr Todhunter produced a sample of a smaller newsletter containing purely Parish Council 

information. It comprised one A4 sheet and, if produced four times a year would cost around £100 
with not much effort needed. 

 
 Action: Councillors to consider the matter, which to be kept on the agenda.  

 
10. Planning 

a. Applications received for consideration 
i. DC/18/04066 – 1 Ivydene Cottages, Bildeston Road – Application for insertion of 

window to attic room on gable end wall. No objection 
ii. DC/18/03923 – Jockeys Hall, Jockeys Lane – Erection of 2 dwellings following 

demolition of existing buildings. Councillors neither support nor object, but wish to 
comment:  

1. Water supply may be in doubt 
2. Extra traffic in Jack’s Lane 
3. Concern that this should not be a precedent for further development 

 
iii. DC/18/03072 – Erection of 10 dwellings, land at Bowl Road, Battisford – application 

withdrawn. noted 
 
 

b. Decisions received from MSDC 
i. DC/18/02380  – Outline Planning Application- Erection of up to 160 No. dwellings,  

Land To The East Of Poplar Hill.  Planning permission refused. Noted and the 
Chairman thanked Cllrs Whitehead and Todhunter for their valuable contribution. 

ii. DC/18/03215 – Land adjacent to Dot’s Cottage, Little London – Application for 
Erection of a traditional Barn for storage use. Planning permission granted. Noted 
 

 
11. Finance 

 
a. Accounts review to date – Current Account balance as of 26 September 2018 is £11,856.13 

and the savings account balance as of 8 October 2018 is £1,909.79. 
 

b. Payments received  
i. Precept    - £3,625.00 

ii. Insurance claim -  cemetery gatepost £535.00 
  

c. Payments to hand 
i. Renewal of PC insurance  - £269.31 (agreed item 13 September meeting) Cheque 

Number 22181 was written, and signed by Cllrs Whitehead and Scarff. (Local 
Government Act 2000, s.101). 

ii. Village Website Hosting subscription - £ 36.00 - Payment was proposed by Cllr 
Thorpe, seconded Cllr Whitehead, all agreed. Cheque number 22182 was written, 
and signed by Cllrs Whitehead and Scarff. (Local Government Act 1972,s.142). 

iii. Battisford village hall hire to September/Barcliff contribution/broadband (£140/ 
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£100/£150) - £390.00 - Payment was proposed by Cllr Thorpe, seconded Cllr 
Todhunter, all agreed. Cheque number 22183 was written, and signed by Cllrs 
Whitehead and Scarff. (Local Government Act 1972,s.133/142). 
 

 
 

12. Street Lighting 
Cllr Thorpe reported that the contractors will proceed to install three replacement lamps at Moats 
Tye as agreed last month.  
 

13. WW1 Memorial beacon 
Cllr Scarff reported that, after a few attempts, the correct sized post had been delivered. The fire 
basket should be ready next week and the burner manufacturers are still being harried. It was agreed 
that if a gas burner cannot be provided in time, the beacon could be used traditionally. 
 

14. Neighbourhood Plan 
(brought forward - see above) 
 

15. Parish Magazine –  a proposal by Rev Childs 
(brought forward - see above) 
 

16. Combs Cemetery including repairs to gatepost 
Cemetery is still looking neat and tidy. 
 
Funds of £535 have been received from the insurers of the vehicle that struck the gatepost. Cllrs 
Scarff and Thorpe will discuss the possibility of repositioning/resizing the gate to reduce the risk of 
further collisions. 
 

17. St Mary’s Churchyard 
Grass cutting was continuing and more good reports had been received as to how well the churchyard 
was looking. 
  

18. Correspondence 
Correspondence had been received from: 
- MSDC Planning regarding listed building consent for The Nursery, Mill Lane (which arrived too 

late for formal inclusion in the agenda). It was agreed that this was something that did not need 
further consideration as all councillors considered the proposal acceptable. 

- Details have been provided of the estimated costs of next year’s election. These will be discussed 
during forthcoming budget planning. 

- A request has been received from the Save Mill Mount Network, for the council to make a 
donation to the Suffolk Preservation Society in recognition of their supportive letter against the 
proposed development. As the Council has already paid subscriptions to the society, it was 
agreed that no further payment was appropriate and the Clerk will respond accordingly. 

-  
Action: Clerk to respond to Save Mill Mount Network. 
 

19. Any other business – potentially for inclusion on the next agenda 
 
In respect of Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) Cllr Todhunter reported that he had received great help 
from Allan Scott, chair of Hitcham Parish Council. They acquired their SID in March this year at a net 
cost of approximately £2620. Cllr Todhunter will speak with the resident who first requested a SID to 
see if they will be happy to assist in proceeding. 
Cllr Thorpe reported that the verges had been cut, but not very well. The clerk was instructed to write 
to Highways expressing the disappointment of the Council 
   
Action:    

 Cllr Todhunter to speak with resident regarding SIDs 
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 Clerk to write to highways department regarding verges. 
 

20. Date and time of next meeting – Monday 19 November 2018 at 7.30pm 
 
Meeting closed at 9.52pm 
 


