
Minutes of Combs Parish Council Meeting
Monday l0 December 2018 at 7.30pm, Battisford Village Hall, Straight Road, Battisford

Present: S Scarff (Chairman); C Todhunter (Vice Chairman); V Whitehead (Councillor); D Thorpe
(Councillor); J Crooks (Councillor); S Reynard (Councillor). T Chaplin (councillor); Kay Oakes (County

Councillor)

Absent: Cllr D Whybrow (District Councillor)

1. Apologies for absence

Cllr, S Reynard

2. Declarations of interest

Cllr Scarff in respect of item 11 (c) (i)

3. Public Forum

No members of the public present.

4. Minutes of meeting held on Monday 19 November 2018

Minutes for 19 November 2018 were reviewed and were signed as a true and accurate copy of the
meeting by Cltr Scarff (Chairman).

5. Matters arising from the minutes

There were no matters arising that are not covered elsewhere.

6. County Councillor/s Report

Cllr Oakes mentioned that she is keen to support the Council's efforts to acquire a speed indicator
device for the village. With regard to the clerk's complaint to Highways Cllr Oakes has provided the
clerk with a more specific email address to write to.

7. District Councillor's Report

Cllr D Whybrow was not present, but Cllr Oakes invited councillors to route any enquiries of the
district council to her and she will ensure they reach the appropriate person.

8. Parish Council Chairman's Report

Nothing to report that is not covered elsewhere.

9, Clerk's Report

Nothing to report that is not covered elsewhere.

10. Planning

a, Applications received for consideration
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No applications had been received in time to be included on the agenda. However a

late application was received in respect of Jockeys Hall and it was agreed that the
comments made in respect of the previous application (in October minutes) should
be referred to the planning department.

b. Decisions received from MSDC

i. DCl18/04066 - lnsertion of window to attic room - 1 lvydene Cottages, Bildeston
Road - Plonning Permission granted. (mentioned in November meefing/.Noted

ii. DCh8lA4423 - The Nursery, Mill Lane - Replacement of windows - llsted Building
consent granfed. Noted

iii. DC/18/04850 - Tannery Cottage - tree works - Consent granted. Noted

11. Finance

Accounts review to date - Current Account balance as of 25 November 2018 was C74,346.49
and the savings account balance as of 3 December 2018 was €1,907.79.

b. Payrnents received
i. lnterment fee - T/L E Rivers f250.00

c. Payments to hand
i. Beacon Ancillary costs (posters, refreshments, etc) - f 336.83. Payment was

proposed by Cllr Todhunter, seconded Cllr Chaplin, all agreed (Cllr Scarff abstained).
Cheque number 22787 was written, and signed by Cllrs Thorpe and Whitehead.
(Locol Gavernment Act 1972, s. 1j7).

ii. Grass/hedge cutting - Cemetery and churchyard - f680.00. Payment was
proposed by Cllr Crooks, seconded Cllr Whitehead, all agreed. Cheque number
22188 was written, and signed by Cllrs Thorpe and Scarff. (Locol Government Act
7972, s. 214(2)).

d. Budgetand Precept tor20t9l2A
The Chairman explained the proposed budget. As well as regular costs it was anticipated that
there would be additional costs for the cemetery and churchyard (topple testing and tree
survey), as well as replacement of the remaining old street lamps and a prudent reserve for
election costs. Furthermore it was recognised that a speed indicator device would be a much
appreciated installatlon in the village. There was sufficient in the general reserve to permit a

modest shortfall between budgeted income and expenditure but it was also proposed that
the precept be increased. lt was pointed out that Combs residents' council tax was currently
822.89 for band D; for Battisford the equivalent figure is f43.85 and nationally the average is

€64,05. lt was proposed that the precept be set at f8,000 and while this was an increase the
impact on a band D council tax would be an increase of 83.61 per year.

It was agreed that the precept for 2O1912020 be set at €8,000 and also agreed that the
budget be accepted as proposed.

12. Street Lighting
Nothing to report

13. Neighbourhood Plan
It was noted and accepted that Battisford had concluded there was no merit in the two parish
councils working together on a neighbourhood plan,

As agreed previously, Cllrs Chaplin and Todhunter will arrange
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14. Parish Magazine
There was general agreement that the style of newsletter previously suggested by Cllr Todhunter,

comprising one sheet of A4 paper, was to be given further consideration over Christmas.

15. Combs Cemetery
Cllr. Thorpe has put some more topsoil down and pruned the trees.

16. St Mary's Churchyard
tt was recognised that a tree survey should be conducted and Cllr Scarff will make enquiries.

17. Training
It was agreed that Cllr Chaplin would attend a new councillor course arranged by SALC. Cllr

Whitehead will look into the course details and may also find it helpful. lt was agreed that the costs of
this would be met from the training budget.

18. Correspondence
The clerk reported that Eon, the suppliers of electricity for the streetlights, were increasing their
charges from 17.9 pence per KWh to 22.1 pence, resulting in an increase of approximately f20 per

month. lt was agreed that the clerk explore the possibility of changing supplier and report back in

January.

19. Any other business - potentially for inclusion on the next agenda

Nothing to add

20. Date and time of next meeting - Monday 14 Janu\y 2019 at 7.30pm

Meeting closed at 8,58pm Oi , .* )\NY), \\
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