Minutes of Combs Parish Council Meeting
Monday 9 September 2019 at 7.10pm, Battisford Village Hall, Straight Road, Battisford

(DRAFT UNTIL SIGNED)
Present: S Scarff (Chairman); D Thorpe (Councillor); J Crooks {Councillor); T Chaplin (Councillor); |
Walker (Councillor); K Oakes (County Councillor); J Matthissen (District Councillor)(arrived 9.00 PM);T
Bamber (Clerk).
Welcome
The Chairman welcomed the new councillor, lan Walker and verified that all formalities had been

completed prior to commencement of the meeting.

Apologies for absence
V Whitehead (Councillor); C Todhunter (Vice Chairman){with council’s prior agreement)

Declarations of interest

Clir J Crooks (11c(vi})

Public Forum

No members of public were in attendance
Minutes of meeting held on Monday 8 July 2019

Minutes for 8 July 2019 were reviewed and were signed as a true and accurate copy of the meeting
by the Chairman.

Matters arising from the minutes

There were no matters not addressed elsewhere

County Councillor’s Report

As the council had not met in August Clir Oakes there is no newsletter.

Clir Oakes reported that the Highways department had responded to her regarding the faded and
poor quality speed signs. They have assessed and categorised each as either meeting their
intervention criteria or not, and Clir Oakes informed the council that she would arrange for the cost of
those not met by Highways to be met out of her funds, so all signs will be attended to. The chairman
thanked Clir Oakes for her valued support, and also noted that she and Clir Chaplin had cleaned the

signs throughout the village. All councillors thanked them for this.

In response to a question, Clir Oakes confirmed that there have been several complaints about ‘road
closed’ signs not being removed when the road is actually open and she is looking into this.

District Councillor’s Report

The Councillor arrived later but his monthly report is attached as appendix 1. He invited suggestions
for use of his locality funds.

Parish Council Chairman’s Report

The Chairman reported that the coffee caravan was being well supported.

NN



9. Clerk’s Report

No matters not raised elsewhere.

10. Planning

a. There have been no new applications received for consideration

b. Decisions received from MSDC

i. DC/19/02470 Manor Cottage, Moats Tye — replacement French Doors — Listed

Building consent granted. Noted.

ii. DC/19/02077 Fen Stables, Combs Lane — erection of one dwelling following
demolition of barn. Granted. Noted

iii. DC/19/02324 — 9 Dwellings North East of Bowl Road — Discharge of conditions
Noted

iv. DC/19/02677 Gardeners Arms, Moats Tye — Full Planning Application for new
lobby/store/wc etc - application withdrawn. Noted

v. DC/19/03064 Moats Tye Hall — prior approval request — Refused. Noted

11. Finance

a. Accounts review to date — Current Account balance as of 26 August 2019 was £8,034.62 and
the savings account balance as of 1 September 2019 was £1,914.07.

The Budget analysis and financial summary were reviewed and accepted.

b. Payments received

i. T/L Patricia Knock —inscription - £ 250.00
ii. T/LM & N Bedwell — inscription - £ 100.00
iii. Grant from Clir Oakes —SID - £ 2,000.00

c¢. Payments to hand

i. EON lJuly - £73.93 and August - £76.39 (Direct debits) Approved by all councillors
(Parish Councils Act 1957, S.3; Highways Act 1980 5.301)

ii. MSDC - Litter & Dog bin emptying - £ 450.00 and MSDC — Election charges -
£104.78. Payment was agreed by all councillors. Cheque number 22210 was written,
and signed by Clirs Thorpe and Scarff. (Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6 and Local Government
Act 1972, s111)

iii. Morelock Ltd {SID) - £3,409.20 Payment was agreed by all councillors. Cheque
number 22209 was written, and signed by Clirs Thorpe and Scarff. (Road Traffic
Regulation Act 1984, s 72(1)).

iv. JE Crooks Ltd — Topsoil for cemetery - £81.00. Payment was agreed by all
councillors. Cheque number 22211 was written, and signed by Clirs Thorpe and
Scarff. (Local Government Act 1972, s214).

v. T Bamber - Clerk expenses (stamps and paper) - £46.02. Payment was agreed by all
councillors. Cheque number 22212 was written, and sigied by Clirs Thorpe and
Scarff. (Local Government Act 1972, s 111). \
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12. Jubilee Bench, Scotches Corner

13

14

15.

16.

17.

The Clerk had been advised that the bench on Scotches Corner had become obstructed by brambles
and sought approval to add this location to the areas tidied by the cemetery maintenance firm. ClIr
Thorpe kindly advised the Council that he would keep this area tidy.

Insurance Renewal

The Clerk has been advised of renewal terms by Community Action Suffolk. A new form of insurance
is available at a better price but as the Council had previously agreed a long term undertaking with
the previous insurers CAS had been asked if it was in order to change to these new insurers. CAS have
confirmed that it is in order to move to the new insurers and the Clerk was instructed to proceed
accordingly.

Action: Clerk to confirm renewal instructions to insurance brokers.

Good Neighbour Scheme

The Clerk has received information about a possible Good Neighbour Scheme in the village, and
understands that there are several residents keen to participate. The Clerk was instructed to invite
the villager to speak to the Council at the next meeting.

Action: Clerk to extend invitation regarding Good Neighbour Scheme

Speed Signs

The Chairman reported that the Speed Indicator Device has arrived but that there is a missing
component, which prevents the battery from being connected. This is being delivered and it is hoped
the SID will be in operation by the next weekend.

Street Lights

Clir Thorpe reported that he had been in contact with EON to seek further price reductions following
further upgrades to the village streetlights.

There is a non-functioning lamp outside Queens Close and this is to be investigated.

Parish Newsletter and Survey

Clir Chaplin reported that the survey returns are to be summarised in the newsletter. Because of this
the newsletter will need to be larger than usual. It was AGREED that such extra cost was to be
accepted.

In discussing the cost of the newsletter it was noted that the budget for election costs had been set at
£1,000 in case of a contested election but as in the event it was uncontested there will be over £850
unused in that budget. It was AGREED to transfer £850 from election expenses to provide for
additional newsletter costs.

Clir Walker confirmed that he would deliver the newsletters in the Tal nery Road area, previously
covered by Clir Reynard.




18. Grants & Fundraising and ideas for Projects

19.

20.

21.

22.

23

.

Clir Whitehead, although absent, had previously circulated a report of a meeting with a resident to
discuss the possibility of developing a facility for the community in Oaks Meadow, Bildeston Road.
Councillors were receptive to the idea and agreed it should be discussed more fully at the next
meeting when Clir Whitehead will be present.

Diseased Tree, Webbs Close

The Clerk has now established the identity of the owners of the land around Webbs Close - Landlink
Ltd., Hardy House, Northbridge Road, Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 1EF - and is currently in contact with
them.

Combs Cemetery

The Clerk has yet to write to the recorded owners of those graves with inappropriate ornamentation,
reminding them of the regulations and advising that all inappropriate decorations will be removed
within a month if not already cleared by the owners.

Action: clerk to write to owners of graves.

St Mary’s Churchyard

Table tomb: The Clerk has located the letter of approval from the grave owners but it has not yet
been possible to arrange a visit to the grave to draw up the report needed for the diocese’s lawyers,
being full details of the proposed action and clear photographs of the tomb as it is. Clir Thorpe and

the Chairman will work with the Clerk on this.

Action: Chairman and Clir Thorpe to visit the tomb and with the clerk draw up a clear proposal for
the diocese.

Any other business — potentially for inclusion on the next agenda

Clir Matthissen informed the Council that the District Council would be meeting on 30 September to
discuss the possibility of redrawing the parish boundary to allocate the new houses on Bowl Road to
Battisford. There is no need to attend that meeting as the committee will be contacting the Parish

Council subsequently for their views.

As no councillor would be available, the Clerk is to write to Battisford Hall Management Committee
apologising for not being able to field a representative for their open day.

Action: Clerk to write to BVHMC

Date and time of next meeting — Monday 14 October 2019 at 7.30pm

The Meeting closed at 9.25pm



September 2019 District Councillor Report = John Matthissen

Bin collection day
change

MSDC Finances

Gateway 14
expansion

Draft Joint Local Plan
Consultation

Policing

Planning
Applications
Locality Budget

The Council is grateful to everyone for their patience while we transitioned
to our new collection rounds. This was a huge undertaking for the waste
team, as well as an essential step to make the routes more fuel efficient and
ensure there is capacity to meet future growth. Crews are bedding into their
new routes with the support of the officer team.

If you have any questions about the changes, please visit the FAQs on the
MSDC website or, alternatively, get in touch with the waste team.

Mid Suffolk District Council’s first quarter finances show that the Council had
a surplus of £180,000. This is caused primarily by a large increase in planning
income, of £521,000, which is offset by overspends in IT costs of £176,000,
CIFCO and Gateway 14 expenses of £98,000 and a less than expected income
of £169,000 from the PV panels.

Mid Suffolk District Council’s subsidiary company Gateway 14 Ltd has
completed the purchase of the Stowmarket East site adjacent to the
Gateway 14 site. This means that the Council owns a block of land between
A14 and the railway line to the east of A1120.

A number of public events have been held across the District to discuss the
draft Joint Local Plan with residents and 3 more planned are planned before
the consultation ends on 30 September. These include a drop-in event at
The Mix in Stowmarket on 19 September from 12.30 to 4.30.

The draft Joint Local Plan proposes a set of planning policies that will be used
to inform decisions on planning applications and appeals over the next 18
years, up to 2036.

I recently attended a police open event at Battisford village hall, and was able
to express some of the concerns about recent thefts from outbuildings, cars
and vans. The event responded to a range of such crimes being reported, and I
was able to point out that many more had been mentioned on social media
such as ‘Next Door,’ and in reports direct to me. Earlier in September I had
launched a petition calling on Chief Constable and Crime Commissioner to
recognise the pattern and react more positively by collecting photo and video
evidence which was offered, and investigate to halt. I don’t think the police
event resulted from the petition, but their presence at Battisford was very
welcome.
I have a clear message from the police:

e IF YOU SEE A CRIME UNDER WAY, CALL 999

e Please report EVERY crime to them, via
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/contact-us/report-something including

those in recent months if you have not done so already.

e Mid Suffolk District Council have paid for the police to employ 2
PCSOs, and if you wish them to address issues such as anti-social
behaviour and persistently dangerous parking, you can send me details
and I will send the PCSOs a referral.

They are investigating the current spate of minor crimes, and will welcome
further evidence including photos, videos and suspicious vehicle registration
numbers.

New plans for the land adjacent to Buxhall Lodge, Great Finborough have
been received, and will be out for consultation shortly.

I have only had a couple of requests so far, so local groups what do you need?
This fund is available for projects locally run by both Parish Councils and



other local groups. Give me a call to discuss your ideas, or email me if you
prefer.

To get in touch........ N—

Call 01449 258894

Or email — councillor@matthissen.net

Or write to me at 2 Brick Kiln Cottages, Barretts Lane, Needham Market IP6
8RZ




