
Minutes of Combs Parish Council Meeting
Monday 8rH April2024 at 7.30pm, Battisford Cricket Club

Fresent: T Krtson (chair); A Tomlinson (councillor); t Archer (councillor); T Betchley icouncil'ior); T Bamber (clerk); S tlttewell
(committee member); Cllr K Oakes (County councillor): Cllri Matthissen (District councillor)

t1 Apulogies'furABsence
Cllr Larsen - apology was noted and accepted.

2l Declarations of lnterest/lobbying

There were no issues involving councillors interests.

3) Appointment of clerk & co-option of councillor

Tony Bamber decided several months ago to step down as Parish Clerk after 7 years of service. Suzanne Ottewell agreed to
stand for the role having many years' experience in finance and admin. This was proposed by Cllr Kitson, seconded by Cllr
Tomlinson andagreed'by aliin attendance. ftwasthen proposed'byCflr'Kitson that'Tony'Baniber should stand as a co:opted
councillor. This was seconded by Cllr Tomlinson and agreed by all the other councillors.

4l Public Forum

There were no members of the public present.

5) Minutes of Meeting held on Monday lls March 2024

The Minutes for Monday 11th March 2024 were reviewed. lt was agreed they be signed as a true and accurate record of the
meeting by the chairman.

6) Matters arising from the Minutes

No matters arising

7l Coun[ Councillor's Report

The county councillor had sent her report previously and this is attached as appendix 1. All councillors agreed to having
received it, no further comments or questions

8) District Councillor's Report

The district councillor had previously sent his report, which is attached as appendix 2. He was asked if he had any update on
the Burnt.HouseVineyard planning ;rppl-itation,'but'no further updatewasavailabie.
Cllr J Matthissen then left the meeting.

9) Parish Council Chairman's Report

The chair reported that the only matter not raised elsewhere was the success of the Annual Litter Pick on the 24th March which
was co-ordinated with Battisford Parlsh Council. lt was attended by the largest number of volunteers in recent years and 27
bags of rubbish were col'teeted over the area. lt has'been suggested thatdue to the amount of litter coileded, another jitter
pick could be arranged for October. This will be discussed again in July.
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1O) Planning

Applications received for consideration:
(1) DC/24//0L097 - Burnt House Vineyard - voriotion of conditions

'\7tftile the council is sympathetlc to t.he objections raised'by some residents, it considers that these objections
are insufficiently evidenced. Therefore, the council has no objections to this application.

11) Finance

a) Sub-committee report

Cllr Tomlinson reported that the council finances were in order and that a meeting has been scheduled for the l.5th

April to reryiew PIIP expenditure. it was also agreed to investigate openingr iong-term savings accourrtwhichthe
(new) clerk has agreed to look into.

Action Point - Clerk to research long-term saving accounts

b) Accounts review to date and finance approval

The clerk reported that, as at 31't March, the Unity accounts had f4,805.33 in the current account and f69763.43 in
the savings account.
TheBudget analysis and financial sumrnary were reviewed, and these were accepted.
Due to unpredictable price variations during2O24 for both energy and insurance, under budget variances are being
reported. lt has been agreed to carry forward these surpluses into 2025.
It was also agreeci that due to the good interest rate on the saving accc,untthat rnost funds should betransferred into
that account on a regular basis, leaving a workable f4k in the current account. The chairman agreed to review the
accounts on a monthly basis (just before each Parish Council meeting) and transfer any funds between the current
and savings account to leave a baiance of €4k in the current account.

Action Point - Chairman to review current account on monthly basis and transfer funds over f4k into savings
account

c) Asset Statement review and Sect 137 expenditure review

Both statements were reviewed and agreed to be correct. Signed by both Chairman and Clerk

d) CIL expenditure return
The annual return of CIL expenditure has been completed and reviewed by councillors. To be submitted to Suffolk
council.

Action Point - Clerk to submit online to Suffolk Council

e) Paymerrts received
It was noted that cemetery income during the month f2625.00

f) Payments to hand

(i) Npower electricity for streetlights (direct debit) f204.26: This was approved by all councillors {Porish Councils Act
L957, 5.3; Highways Act 1980 s.j01). lt was noted that three streetlights are no longer in use and that Npower should
be informed - clerk to action.

(ii) Cricket Club payment has been actioned for f2500.00 towards resurfacing the carpark area, This was agreed by
all councillors in tire March 2024 meeting. (PrtP funds)

Action Point - Clerk to contact Npower regarding unused street lights

12) Audit matters

It was reported that the Annual Governance statement had been completed and everything was on track for the audits.
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13) Cemetery

A local resldent has approached the parish council regarding planting an olive tree in the eco section of the cemetery close
to her'husband's grave. This was viewed favourably, andCllr Bamber will reply to the resident.

Action Point - Cllr Bamber to reply to resident

14) Village Fete

The Combs & Battisford Village Fete committee have requested donation towards the 2024 fete. A contribution of f500
was diseussed and agreeti.

Action point - Clerk to respond to fete committee.

15) Russet Gardens
Some of the residents in newly built-ftusset€ardens are coficerned about theligltttng onthe corner of their road and^

Tannery Road. Suggestion for low level lighting on the corner have been suggested as a safety feature but not all residents
are in'f'avcrur.

Action Point - Cllr Archer to discuss with residents again to find an agreeable solution.

16) Council Policies

Councillors had reviewed the Financial Regulations and Reserves policies to ensure they remained appropriate and fit for
purpose. Some minor changes have been made to both. These have now been agreed and signed by the chairman. The
c'lerk will update t'he website.

Action Point - Clerk will update the website

17) Communications Committee Report

The Combs Parish Council website was discussed and ways to make it more appealing to the reader. The chairman will
speak to Cllr Larsen for ideas and'irrput.

Action Point - The Chairman to speak to Cllr Larsen regarding ideas for updating website

18) Newsletter

Ms Ottewell reported that the deadline for the next newsletter ls Friday 19th April with a distribution date of early May.
She has also asked the Battisford Miiage Hall'Committee (previous Barclif newsletter) some questions regardingthe
financing of the newsletter and is waiting for a response.

19) D-DayCommemorations

Plans for the quiz and the beacon lighting all going well. Car parking arrangements for the beacon lighting evening need to
be addressed.

Action Point - Cllr Larsen, Cllr Archer and the chairman to action

20) Correspondence /Any other business/ items for inclusion on the next agenda

The Annual Parish Meeting in May - emails to be sent to the various clubs etc in the area inviting them to attend the
meeting andlor submit 'ilxlii ,rtr, - cilr Bamber and clerk to emait the various different ctubs

It was suggested and agreed that a l,st of the defibrillator iocations should be made available on the noticeboards.
Action Point - Cllr Bamber and Clerk to action
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At the March meeting it was mentioned that SALC has again mentioned that central government is keen to encourage all
councillors to have 'gov.uK email addresses. The general consensus was that'the parish istoo small to warrant
unnecessary administrative technology, but it was agreed that the clerk should make enquiries. All councillors have agreed
that they do not want an additional email address at this current time.

Cllrs Betchley informed the councillors that Oaks Meadow is seeking funding to cover insurance. This was received too
late for this month's agenda so will be added as an agenda item for May.

Chairman Tony Kitson thanked Tony Bamber for all his hard work and dedication to the Parish Council over the past seven
years. He wlll be missed in his role as clerk but everyone is delighted he decided to stand as a councillor.

21) Date and time of next meeting: Monday 13s May 2024 at 7:30pm, Battisford Cricket Club.

The Meeting closed at 21.25 pm
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Appendix 1- County Councillor Report

County Council report April2024

Suffolk County Council considers LionLink proposals unacceptable and unfair

Suffolk eot*nty Counel! helieves that the falfu.rne of two hlational Grld offshone pnolects to eoondinate with
eaetr qt*ler witr! caulse irneversihle dan*age to irnpsrtant landscapes in the ceL$ilty.

The councifr considers that the proposed tr-ion!-ink and Sea Llnk projects could share infrastntcture where
eabt.ing is a{ready pmpased te carne orrshore at #,ldeburgh, by the Sea !-ink pro}eet whicl'l [s at a rir+ere

advanced planming stage.

Lton!-ink ls an intenconneet&r heimg pnop*sed hy lt{ationalGrid Ventures. Sea Link is an electrica!cabling
ard infrastruet*re proleet belmg proposed by ltlatiorml Grid Eleetrieity Transneission - * different rnennber

of the ltlationa{ €rid fantily.

&*e!wav&ro the *-ion[-$nh prejeet has pr*ffiished deta*]s ts sey tt]et it *eas nCI imtentiCIn to seordinate with Sea

Lirrk at A$defot*rgh, frmstead it is proposins a separate &andtng poBr*t at eitfirer S*uthurcid or Wa*foerswtclr"

€qu*'lcifilor Rkhsrd RetsE Suffufrk Couaty Couile*l's Deputy L*ad*r and Cabinet fr#ermher far Enuirov*mlent

and Finaneesald:

"The high handed and process driven approach by National Grid Ventures is totally unacceptable. They are

showing a complete lack of respect to Suffolk and its coastal communities.

"The absence of coordination between the Sea Link and Lion Link projects will, if they are consented, result in

over L0 miles of some of the most sensitive and important landscapes in the UK being dug up to create more

trenches for more cabling.

"This additional and unnecessary destruction of the Suffolk countryside and natural environment could be

wholly avoided, if there was project coordination - something we have been calling for, for years.

"lf Lionlink must make landfall in Suffolk, it must do all it can to minimise harm to our local communities and

landscapes.

"The public, the Planning lnspectorate, and ultimately the Secretary of State at the Department of Energy and

Net Zero, must have the opportunity to fully consider coordination with the Sea Link project as an alternative to
Southwold or Walberswick. This would make for a much fairer process for all, and a better understanding for
everyone concerned."

The cot*nrc*il's suhmission to the last raom-statiitery ccnsultatiom for Lionrl-ink peI be {eQd te{e. F,latlonal

Gnid Ventures expeeted to suhn*lt a Deveiloprnent Consemt Orderapplicatioa in 3S25"

Funding..boost for new and existiag.busservices across Suffolk
The councifi has been awanded Etr "E million pen yean for twa years * a total of f3.6 million - frorn the
Departrnerat for Transport's Eus Service lmprovernent Furnd Phase ? {BStp 2, renamed fronn ES!F+} to
deliver irnprovernents to publ*c transport in Suffolk.



SuffollCs Enhanced Partnership" which represents the county counciland local bus operators, has agneed
to allocate the first year's funding in three ways.

First fiollowing an open call for suggestions, fL.Z million will be allocated to support operator- and local

cornnrunity-led proposals for new or enl"lanced services across ttre county"

Subrnissions were reviewed against criteria including value for money, the number of passengerc that
could benefit, how they integrate with existing services, and their likely long-terrn financial sustainability
afterthe BSIP 2 funding ends.

A futl llst ef the suecessful schennes can he fo*nd here.

All schemes are expected to commence operations between April 2024 and September 2024.

A fnrrther fft[5e,S00 has heen altrocated to cofiiff]ercial bus operatCIrs in order to support and stabillse the
existing bus netwonk and malntain essentialsccial and econornic transport trinks for locan communities.

The frnal f150,m will be used to develop bus priority schemes, creating opportunities for smoother and
more convenient bus journeys and making bus travel a more attractive transport option.

It is proposed that funding for the successfLrl schernes will continue into the second year using a sirnilar
proportion of that year's allocation.

A decision on how to spend any remaining funding will be informed by further reviews of the existing
eommercial brrs fietw$rk in edlaboration with tte operatersand contlnued Mbac*frsrnpartfiers and
eornnnunities.

Suffolk to benefit from hage f73 rnillion EV inve$ment
Sufblk County Council has secured millions of pounds of funding to help develop electric vehicle (EV)

charging acros$ the county.

The county council has been allocated the money after successful bids to the Government's Loca! Eleetric
Vehicle lnfrastructure (LEVI) fund, which supports local authqrities to plan and deliver charging
infrastructure for residents without off-street parking.

Suffulk residents without off-street parking will beneftt from €5.9 mlllion to support EV charging, and a

further €1..4 millian will be used to develcp the-countfs extsting H/ ctrarging aetwork in eomnnmity
locations.

f'lonnes withor.rt a driveway face challenges when it comes to charging an EV - in sorme cases it is just not
posslble, amd lt is unsafe and haaandoNJs to ruri cables across parrements. Along with inconvenient access

to public charging, these are cornmon reasons that people give for not choosing an EV.

However, the funding will start to provide solutions to some of these issues, with opportunities to
develop:

. kerbsidechargingpsints

. community charging hubs

. car park charging points

. fast and rapid charging point infrastructure improvernents



Suffolk residents are invited to 'nominate' their street for consideration for on-street charging points,
using this enlifle_fQl . Although not every road may be suitable, suggestions frorn nesidents will help
indiaate where there is dernand for charging polnts.

This investrnent continr.res the council's contribution to the Suffolk Clirnate Emerqency Plan. which
identifies that the decarbonisation of vehicles in Suffolk is a key aspect of meeting the net zero by 2030
target for the county.

Complementing the new funding is Suffolk County Council's recently published Suffolk Electric Vehicle
CharxinE lnfrastructure Strategy. lt has been written with the input of all borough and district councils,
ainnin6 to improve the EV charging experlence for drivers in Suffolk.

Even morepotholes filled as Roadmender trial hits Suffolk
The Roadrnender has arrived in Suffolk, as the csunty sees a 3496 increase in pothole repairs through
extra investrnent, more resource, and new ways of working.

The county council has been working to repair the increasing nurnber of potholes which have been
breaking out following very wet and cold weather recently. One way in which the council is increasirg its
repair rate is by trialling new methods of fixing potholes.

Sutfulk $llghways welmmed 'Highway Workforce' with their Roadmender Elastornac solution - a repair
rnethod whlch resutrts in sealed, longer-lasting pothole repairs, which are quicker to ca!'ry out.

The trial which began on 11 Manch, is eca"friendly and lowers the carbon footprint of repairs by 8O% is

effiectlwSsupporting Suffolk Highwaysin its fight agaimst tftedsing nurnbersf potholes on t&e.rour*fs
roads"

The'Roadmendef work on both asphalt and concrete roads and is designed for repairs to all types of
road defects and is capable of overlaying areas with multiple defects in a single visit. The process is more
effieient, reducing material and waste by 90% and avoiding unnecessary disruption on roads.

Cqtrncillor'Faul Wes\ $uffolk County CounciPs Cabinet tt/lenrber for lpswich, Operational llighways and
Floodingn saldr

"Potholes are a huge issue currently facing local authorities up and down the country, here in Suffolk is no

different.

'The extremely wet weather conditions have meant an increase in the number of potholes breaking out, so we
are doing all we can to stay on top of the problem.

"Our efforts have included bringing additional resource in and trialling new machinery and methods which are

focussed on fixing more defects, quicker and more sustainably.

"By investing more resource and trying new methods, we have been able tofix34% more potholes than last
yeat."
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Appendix 2 - District Cou ncil lor Report

District Councillor Report: Onehouse Ward - April 2024

Council has now adopted the new Homelessness and Rough Sleeping
strategy 2O24 and the associated delivery plan. Together with Babergh the
councils want to aspire to go beyond the minimum required provision and
aim to provide a bespoke persoR-centred and proactive service.

Full council approved the amendments proposed for the Community
lnfrastructure Levy Expenditure Framework following the sixth review. The
main changes include allowing applications for District CIL from sports clubs,
commu.nity shops and cafes with provisos to ensure that any profit made by
such businesses goes back to the community and allowing more flexibility for
community project costs.

The County Council has now opened the consultation period on the
proposed Level 3 devolution dealfor the county. MSDC councillors debated
this issue at last weeKs Council meeting, our views wjll be fed back but we
are not directly involved in the decision to go ahead, which will be made by

County Councillors in July. The deal would mean the county council would
have some more powers alongside an investment fund of f480M over a 30
year period. lf agreed, there would also be a directly elected leader of the
County Council, to be elected in May 2025. More infor,mation and public
consultation can be found here: hl.tps;,{lqq_lryrr,;,sqrf,fui.!.9*1,1.t1!r7'iq*4gi!1aqri-

de m ocracy/d evol ution.
An election will be held on Thursday 2* May to elect Suffolk's Police and
Crime Commissioner for the next four years. The position has been held by
Tim Passmore since 20L2. There will also be a district by-election for the
Chilton seat in Stowmarket.
There will be a general election sometime in the next few months. Mid
Suffolk's elections team oversee all these elections. A reminder that you
need to bring approved photo lD if you want to vote in-person at a polling
station, or you can apply for a postal vote via the council's website or over
the phone.

Due to the by-election in addition to the police election it was decided to
cancel the April full council meeting to ensure no decisions could be seen as

seeking to influence voters. This has deferred consideration of the Boundary
review between Onehouse and Stowmarket for a further month.
Meeting is tomorrow so news is a little sparse today

Councillor John Matthissen 07976 308128 counci llor@ matthissen. net


