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Minutes of Combs Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 9 February at 7.30pm, Battisford Community Centre 

 
Present: Cllr I Clark (Chair), Cllr S. Scarff; Cllr J. Crooks, Cllr T Durrant 
Also present: District Cllr P Godden, County Cllr Truelove, PCSO Matt Brown, Mrs A New (Clerk) 

 
1. Apologies – Cllr D Eade (Vice Chair), Cllr J. Henson. Cllr S Reynard,  
 
2. Declarations of Interest – none received.  
 
3. Public Forum  
 No members of the public were present 
 
4. Community Police Team Report 
 One crime [drug related] had been reported since the last meeting.  PCSO Brown reported a spate of 
 burglaries, specifically outbuildings.  PCSO Brown will email a list of cost and purchase details of shed alarms 
 [currently available from Stowmarket Police Station].  Purse thefts in Stowmarket had recently occurred over a 
 2 day period.  Cllr Scarff reported speeding cars in the village which PCSO Brown acknowledged and noted. 
 
5. County Councillor 

Cllr Truelove circulated her report and explained that a priority list had been drawn up in relation to the pre-
ordered Vehicle Access Sign (VAS). 
Defibrillators - Cllr Truelove expanded on an initiative she would be willing to support by providing a small 
grant from her locality budget. Somersham have recently installed a defibrillator in their village for public to 
access in emergency.  The equipment would be installed centrally and be accessed by dialling the emergency 
number who will provide an access code. The equipment is self-diagnostic and could be used by any member 
of the public should it be required.  The Parish Council to consider an additional defibrillator to that already 
situated at Solar Co-op, Combs Ford.  
 

6. District Councillor. Cllr Godden’s report was circulated. 
 
7. Approve Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 12 January 2015 
 Items 5 and 6 to be amended to ensure comments were attributed correctly to Cllr Godden and Cllr Truelove, 

prior to being signed off.  Action: Clerk 
 
8. Matters arising from previous minutes – none discussed.   
 
9. Reports from Councillors 
 a. Visits and meetings – None reported. 

b. Matters raised for information and attention:  
Cllr Crooks reported the pot hole at Little London was still awaiting repair (outside Little London Cottage).  
 
The Chairman to respond to correspondence received requesting information on a Neighbourhood Plan as 
opposed to a Parish Plan. 
    . 

10. Report from the Parish Clerk.  Nothing to report. 
 
11. Correspondence received: (a) Post; (b) e-mails 
 Correspondence received was noted. 

 
12. Planning 
 (a) Consider applications received:  None received for Combs. An application for Great Finborough Hall had 

been received and it was agreed that the Clerk would request an extension to the application in order that it 
could be discussed at the next meeting.  

 (b) Decisions made by MSDC  
3912/14 – Granted; 3117/14 – Refused; 3730/14 – Approved 

 (c) MSDC Call for Sites – Although the list of sites submitted had not yet been published, Cllr Clark had 
received confirmation from MSDC that there were no sites within or adjacent to Combs village.  There was one 
site close to Combs Church.  It was noted that this was adjacent to Stowmarket, but was currently within the 
Combs Parish boundary. 
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13. Finance 
 a. Current balance - Reports were circulated and discussed.  
 b. Payments received -- £890.00 cemetery fees  
 c. Approve payment of invoices received.   
 (i) Clerks Salary and expenses of £137.72 was due. Cllr Durrant proposed this be paid, seconded by Cllr 
 Scarff.   All Cllrs were in favour.   Chq no. 022024was written and signed. 

(ii) HMRC clerks tax was due - £33.00.  Cllr Durrant proposed this be paid, seconded by Cllr Scarff.  All Cllrs 
were in favour.  Chq no.022025 was written and signed. 
d. Charity requests – Age UK Suffolk. After discussion it was agreed that Combs Parish Council were unable to 
help with a financial donation on this occasion. 

  
14. 2015 budget 

To ensure compliance with proper procedure, Cllr Clark requested ratification of the proposed Precept for 
2015/16 of £6270.00.  All Councillors confirmed agreement.  The precept form was signed by Cllr Clark as 
Chair, Cllrs Durrant and Scarff and countersigned by the Clerk. 

 
15. Burial Grounds: (a) Combs Cemetery (i) Cemetery Regulations (b) St Mary’s Churchyard  

(a) The Clerk gave feedback from correspondence and telephone calls received to date from the letter sent to 
cemetery plot holders last November. The Clerk will circulate copies to the Councillors for reference.  Cllr Clark 
reported there had been some compliance made with regard to the regulations and that further discussion 
would take place following the end of the timescale given in the letter.  ACTION: Clerk 
(b) Cllr Clark had received an enquiry from Rev. Chris Childs regarding collection of waste from the churchyard 
and whether a smaller less intrusive wheelie bin could be substituted for the skip currently used.  Cllr Crooks to 
seek options. ACTION:  Cllr Crooks   

   
16. Any other items [for inclusion on the next Agenda]  
 Cllr Clark reported that he would not be standing for re-election as a Councillor in the forthcoming elections.  
 He proposed advertising the fact that there would be a vacancy, and suggested circulating an ‘end of term’ 
 report which might generate interest in addition to providing background information for potential candidates. 
  
17. Date of next meeting – Monday 9th March 2015, at 7.30pm. 
  
 The meeting closed at 8.50pm  
 


