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Minutes of Combs Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 14 July 2014 at 7.30pm, Battisford Community Centre 

 
Present: Cllr I Clark (Chair), Cllr D Eade, Cllr S. Scarff; Cllr J. Crooks, Cllr T Durrant, Cllr S Reynard 
Also present: County Cllr J Truelove; District Cllr P Godden, Mrs A New (Clerk) 

 
1. Apologies – Cllr J. Henson had sent his apologies.   Apologies were also received from the Community Police 

Team. 
 
2. Declarations of Interest –Cllr J. Crooks declared an interest in item 11 (iii).  Cllrs Scarff and Clark declared an 

interest in item 12 (iii). 
 
3. Appointment of Clerk to the Parish Council – Cllr Clark proposed the appointment of Adrianne New to the 

post of Clerk to Combs Parish Council be ratified following the resignation of Heidi Andre.  The proposal was 
seconded by Cllr Eade.  All Cllrs were in favour. 

 
4. Public Forum – Mr Charles Oliver objected to planning applications 2046/14&2047/14.   Cllr Clark summarised 

details of the applications, which had been electronically circulated to the Parish Council.  A previous 
application had been refused.  Mr Oliver explained that he was not opposing the revised application in total 
but that he had three main points of concern: 

 i)  Soak away requirements to avoid flooding on neighbouring properties.  
ii) Restricted size of plot for treatment plant.   
iii) Vehicle access/Right of Way. 

  
 Parish Council to refer concerns to SCC Highways regarding potential flooding due to blocked ditches.   

ACTION: Cllr Clark 
 
5. Community Police Team, County Councillor and District Councillor Reports 

Cllr Truelove presented her report.  Regarding unauthorised absence from school, Cllr Durrant asked that 
consideration be given to families whose livelihood depended on working throughout the school holidays, 
therefore making it difficult to take holidays within the set times.  Cllr Truelove agreed to take forward the 
issue with specific regard to rural/farming communities.  ACTION: Cllr Truelove 

 
Cllr Truelove explained that the VAS sign at Combs had not yet been installed due to Health & Safety issues as 
installation requires two people.  She would continue to progress this. 
 
Cllr Godden had previously circulated her report but presented it at the meeting as not everybody had 
received it. 
 

6. Approve Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on 9 June 2014 
 The minutes were agreed and signed as a true and accurate record.   
  
7. Matters arising from previous minutes 
 SCC Highways had not completed work on hedges in Park Road, Tannery Road and Mill Lane.  The stile at Fir 

Tree Farm had been only partially uncovered.  The footpath and road signs were still outstanding.  
 ACTION: Cllr Clark to follow up road signs for Mill Lane, Tannery Road and Jacks Lane. 
 
8. Reports from Councillors 
 a. Visits and meetings - There was nothing to report.  
 
 b. Matters raised for information and attention - There was nothing to report. 
 
9. Report from Parish Clerk - There was nothing to report. 
 
10. Correspondence received – Cllr Clark advised that the Parish Council would need to adopt the revised Suffolk 

Local Code of Conduct and Governance & Accountability Guide 2014.   A password was required to access the 
SALC website.  ACTION: Cllr Clark.  

 
11. Planning 
 (a) Consider applications received: 
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  1831/14  Walnut Cottage, Moats Tye.  No comment. 

1529/14 – Ebbs Farm.  The Parish Council was opposed to the application due to issue with access and 
drainage.  ACTION: Cllr IC to send response to MSDC identifying key issues. 

  
 Cllr Clark explained that it appeared hard copies of large scale plans were no longer being sent to Parish  
 Councils with plans being accessible via the website.  Cllr Scarff suggested the use of a laptop and projector 
  to view plans during meetings.  ACTION: Councillors Clark and Scarff to liaise regarding process. 
  
 (b) Decisions made by MSDC 
 (i) 0705/14 - Creation of new vehicular access and hard standing. Closure of  existing access –  
 1 Fenn Cottages, Combs Lane – GRANTED   
 (ii)1331/14 - Prior Approval of Proposed Change of Use of Agricultural Building to a Dwelling house (Use Class  
 C3) - Barn to the rear of Prospect House, Bildeston Road – REFUSED 
 
12. Finance 
 Financial papers were still being consolidated and would be circulated prior to the next meeting.   
 ACTION:  Cllr Clark/Parish Clerk 
 
 Approve payment of invoices received 

(i)  Clerks Salary - £161.75 – Cllr Clark proposed this be paid, seconded by Cllr Durrant.  All Cllrs were in  
 favour.   Chq no. 248 was written and signed. 
(ii)  Tax due to HMRC - £37.00 – Cllr Clark proposed this be paid, seconded by Cllr Crooks.  All Cllrs were in  
favour.   Chq no.249 was written and signed. 

 (iii)  Combs Fete Insurance-£68.00 - Cllr Eade proposed this be paid, seconded by Cllr Durrant.  All Cllrs were in  
 favour apart from Cllrs Scarff and Clark who abstained. Chq no.250 was written and signed. 

(iv)  David Windle- £100– Cllr Clark proposed this be paid, seconded by Cllr Crooks.  All Cllrs were in favour 
 Chq no. 22000 was written and signed. 
(iv)  Stowmarket Skip Hire - £115 – Cllr Clark proposed this be paid, seconded by Cllr Crooks.  All Cllrs were in  
favour.  Chq no.22001 was written and signed. 

 
13. Community Governance Review 
  Cllr Clark reported that Mid Suffolk had issued a Draft Proposal, accepting in principle the proposals put 

forward by Stowmarket Town Council.  The deadline for a response was 24
th

 August 2014.  It was agreed that a 
formal response be drafted and sent on behalf of Combs Parish Council.  ACTION: Cllr Clark. 

   
 Cllr Clark informed the Parish Council that documentation on the final details of the plan for the new 

development was available on-line.  He also had A3 hard copies obtained by Cllr Henson. 
 
14. Burial Grounds 
 Combs Cemetery  
 Cllr Clark had received a request regarding scattering of ashes.  Cllr Clark proposed a dedicated area be    

identified.  All Cllrs were agreed in principle.   
 ACTION:  Cllr Clark to formulate a proposal to be considered at a future meeting. 

 
Cllr Clark reported a tree had been felled to avoid potential interference with overhead cables.  He had 
removed the debris.  

 
15. Meadow View –Cllr Crooks reported that water running off the residential caravans had flooded the adjacent 

footpath.  ACTION:  Cllr Clark to chase a response from MSDC. 
 
16. Street Lights - Pearce & Kemp – new contract.  Councillor Clark proposed that the new contract be signed, 

seconded by Cllr Scarff.  All Cllrs were in favour.  ACTION: Cllr Clark 
 
17. Any Other Business –A revise d layout was proposed for future meetings to accommodate the space 
 requirements of the Playgroup. 
 
18. Date of next meeting Monday 8

th
 September 2014, at 7.30pm. 

  
 The meeting closed at 9.35 pm 


