
A lot has happened since our last news letter with the consequences that will be 
lasting for time to come. Combs Parish Council has been carrying on with its 
obligations and finding new ways of carrying out its agendas and dealing with 
matters as they arise. As we were not allowed to hold our monthly parish 
meetings at the community centre in Battisford we have been holding our virtual 
meetings online via Zoom, this has worked very well and has enabled us to carry 
on as normal.
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Combs Parish Council Meetings
Virtual via Zoom, 7:30pm
July 13th

No meeting held in August
September 14th  

Please contact our Clerk 7 days prior to any meeting to suggest an item for 
our agenda.  combsparishcouncil@gmail.com
Our Clerk will need 24 hours to confirm Zoom details with you.
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    It is with deep sorrow we must announce the death of 
    Councillor Chris Todhunter. Chris had only been on the 
    council for a few years but had already earned the respect 
    and affection of councillors and villagers. His contribution on 
    issues affecting the Council will be a tough act to follow, 
    particularly with planning applications – it was he who 
    painstakingly went through all the papers for the Mill Mount 

application and drew up a powerful objection to present to the Planning 
Department.

Chris was the man to turn to in matters legal or technical: he drew up the plans 
for the Speed Indicator Devices that are now being installed in the village, and 
was of immense help in rewriting the various policies that the Council has to 
maintain.

Much more than that, Chris was delightful company with a great, and 
refreshingly irreverent, sense of humour, a ready smile and a willingness to 
help. He will be sorely missed and our thoughts are with his family at this 
sad time.

How would you like to read the newsletter? 
Email, website, noticeboard or delivered? 
The Parish Council would like people to sign up to receive the newsletter 
via email , if you are happy to do this please contact our clerk with your 
name, home address and email address combsparishcouncil@gmail.com 

We will continue to post it on combsvillage.co.uk and our noticeboards 
and could provide some hard copies in a new village collection box.
Please let us know what you would prefer combsparishcouncil@gmail.com

I hope many of you will have seen the notice boards that we have put around the 
village. These we have been updating regularly to help with information, 
guidelines and ideas of websites with things to do.  All this information has been 
on the Combs village website as well. (www.combsvillage.org.uk)

It has been very noticeable over the last few weeks of lockdown and the good 
weather that a lot of people have been exploring the countryside both by foot 
and on their bicycles. Our footpath network has been regularly maintained to 
help with identification of routes. With many taking to their bikes Combs Parish 
council would like to encourage people in this, whether getting to work, going to 
school or just for pleasure. Therefore we are looking at ways that we could create 
cycle paths to Stowmarket and around  keeping away from the busy roads. What 
do you think? email (combsparishcouncil@gmail.com)

Stuart Scarff – Chairman
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      Mid Suffolk are repeating for a third year the very popular 
      offer to provide a native tree to mark the birth of each 
      new baby or adoption arrival during 2020.  They can also 

provide memorial trees to parents who've lost a child.  

If you don’t have space  for your tree in your garden they will endeavour to find a 
space within the district.
https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/environment/tree-for-life/

You are able to apply at any time. However, due to COVID-19, any applications and 
queries received about the scheme will be processed and responded to later in the year.

In our Parish Council survey many of you showed an interest in 
woodworking and practical skills workshops or courses.  Do consider 
getting in touch with Sarah at Orchard Barn to get involved.
Community run Environmental Education Centre
Orchard Barn, Ringshall, Suffolk, UK, IP14 2LY

Following three months of quiet closure during which the birds reinhabited the 
main barn, OBee Community Interest Company are delighted to announce a 
restart of some volunteer work parties, and will soon be announcing the 
rescheduled dates for the courses we postponed due to Covid19. 
As usual, our courses will be delivered in our outdoor teaching spaces outside the 
main barn. We specialise in small group sizes with plenty of 1-1 tuition provided by 
the tutor from the distance needed to maintain safety for all involved.
Our 'new normal'  is the reinstatement of a holistic approach of working with 
Nature that provides participants with greater awareness, experience and insights 
into the interconnected health of humans with the health of our environment. 
07766 054 042  sarah@orchardbarn.org.uk   www.orchardbarn.org.uk

HOUSING

                                               Just over a year ago some of a you kindly                 
                                                    participated in a village survey and the feedback    
                                                    that came out of this has enabled the Parish           
                                                    Council to have a better informed idea when          
                                                    making decisions for ongoing plans, a couple of     
                                                    these are currently being looked at.

With the Parish now starting to receive some Community Infrastructure Levy 
Funds we find ourselves in a position where we would like to get further ideas 
or thoughts as to where you would like to see any investments in the Parish.

So what are Community Infrastructure Levy Funds and what can they be 
used for ?
C.I.L. Is a levy that the local authority can charge on qualifying developments 
to keep up with any changes or impacts from these developments ensuring 
facilities and services have sufficient capacity, a portion of this is then paid to 
the affected Parish Council to offset and mitigate against any burden or 
demands that may arise from this building.

There are limitations as to what we are allowed to spend this on but yet again 
we would like to ask all of you for your thoughts and ideas, whether it’s 
something you’ve previously mentioned or a totally new project it would really 
help us going forward.

Please contact our Clerk, Tony Bamber with your ideas at    
combsparishcouncil@gmail.com

Further information may be found at www.midsuffolk.gov.uk search CIL Guides

     Stowmarket Library
   Opening on Tuesday 7th July

https://www.suffolklibraries.co.uk/coronavirus/
Online reservations will not be available immediately.
There will be no browsing of titles in libraries.
Customers will be able to call or contact Suffolk Libraries online to request a 
selection of titles based on genre or author, which they’ll make available for 
collection.   For more information see their website.

If you have been scammed, we 
can offer you specialist help 
and support.

 Have you been left

 in the red by a scam?

Call: 101, followed by extension 5483
Email: scamspreventionservice@norfolk.pnn.police.uk
Visit: www.nsvictimcare.org

Norfolk Scams
Prevention Service

The Coffee Caravan is unable to visit at the moment due to government 
guidance. However they are championing many online initiatives to keep you 
connected. www.ruralcoffeecaravan.org.uk
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