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Happy Christmas from
Combs and Little Finborough

From the Rectory…
Reverend Chris Childs
Time heals, Time marches on, give it Time are all phrases
that have resonance throughout our lives. One of the
most popular Bible readings at funerals is from
Ecclesiastes Chapter 3 ‘A time for this and a time for that’
etc. We must recognise that sentiment and remember
that it is the brittle stick that snaps in the wind, not the flexible sap filled stick
that notices the world around and reacts accordingly.
Above my desk I have two prints, one of Rembrandts ‘The Return of the
Prodigal’ and the other is Salvador Dali’s ‘The Persistence of Memory’.

The first principally reminds us
that whatever we have done however far we have strayed
whatever we have tried - God is
there to welcome us home not
grudgingly but with generosity,
love, and kindliness.
The elder son has stayed doing
the same thing, perhaps
wondering what to make of it all
and what he has done with his
time. The younger son has got it.
He has perhaps done the greater
thing. He has tried but failed. He
has then got over his arrogance,
pride and guilt and brought it
home to his father in repentance
and no doubt was a very changed
man. I think we can all identify with its obvious imagery and
straightforwardness, probably coming to similar conclusions.
As we move through life
new responsibilities arise
personally and our
communities change,
calling us to alter our
reactions too. But we do
not start with a blank
canvas, we move from that
which we know, to that
which is unclear and that
brings me to the second
picture.
It has imagery we can
easily identify with at first but which on closer inspection is not real. They
require proper ‘looking’ and wondering what they are about. They demand
new thought in the way ‘Rembrandt’ doesn’t. In Christian terms they call us to
look and see what is around us and how we individually and as a church should
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react. We start from what we know but only the ‘arrogant’ stay there. God calls
us on with new visions to new ways and lives.
The ‘Rembrandt’ is in a proper frame and I feel comfortable. I understand it.
It has permanence and respectability. The print of the ‘Salvador Dali’ is covered
in clear perspex and it disturbs, because I don’t fully understand it. It lacks
permanence. It calls me onto see things differently and I know as we grow
older different glimpses of God appear, different responsibilities arise and new
ways of being and doing are more appropriate.
By the time you read this you will probably know that Wendy and I are
leaving in January when I take up a new post based in Gazeley near
Newmarket. I will be looking after the villages of Gazeley, Moulton, Dalham,
Kentford and Higham as a Team Vicar within a large Forest Heath Team
Ministry.
We moved into Onehouse in June 1988 and I led my first service there in
1989 with Buxhall closely following. Oliver was born in Onehouse the following
year and Rebecca in Buxhall in 1993. These parishes have been our family home
and the rest is history as they say. As I look back on those years, I remember so
many now departed and so very many happy times living among you and
ultimately of course having the great honour of becoming the first Rector of the
new United Benefice.
In the vacancy you are all in the very capable hands of Canon Pauline, Rev
Alison and the Ministry Team. I am sure the Churchwardens and officers will
prove their worth. The Rural Dean, Canon Diane Williams and Bishop Mike will
lead the process for the appointment of my successor.
In so many ways these parishes and you all are inscribed into my psyche. I
am pleased to be able to leave you all with so many good things going on from
the two choirs to the very able Messy Church Groups, Bible Study, the care you
show each other and community integration. You are all in good heart
financially and administratively. (I still cannot believe Trinity Hall!)
As I said at the beginning time moves on. New vision and perspective are
needed here and I feel sure that God will guide from that which you know into
new developments of ministry and Mission in all the communities. I have a
very real sense that my work here is done and we both need to live nearer to
our parents. Those two concepts became more obvious during lockdown. This
post then became vacant and I was successful in my application. Thank you all
for wonderful support and friendship over the years. It has been a remarkable
journey for us all.
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So, for the last time* and of course personal sadness I say,
With every good wish and prayers
Chris1
SPECIAL NOTE ABOUT CHRISTMAS SERVICES
We have done our best to plan allowing for building size and present
regulations. Obviously, things may change and we will do our best to notify
you. Great Finborough Church and Combs Parish and ‘A Church Near You’
websites are the most up to date.
Chris

Services in the Benefice
To facilitate safe seating arrangements, numbers may need to be limited.
Please ensure you book with the churchwardens if you would like to
attend a service inside a church.

6 December: Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40.1-11; Psalm 85.1-2,8-13; 2 Peter 3.8-15a; Mark 1.1-8
9.30 am
Spiritual Communion
Zoom meeting
11.00 am
Holy Communion
Buxhall
3.00 pm
Evening Prayer
Little Finborough

13 December: Third Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 61.1-4,8-11; Psalm 126; 1 Thessalonians 5.16-24; John 1.6-8,19-28
9.30 am
Spiritual Communion
Zoom meeting
11.00 am
Holy Communion
Combs
3.00 pm
Evening Prayer
Shelland

18 December: FRIDAY
6.00 pm

Outdoor Carol Service
with Stowmarket Concert Band

Trinity School
Lavenham Way, Combs

19 December: SATURDAY
3.00 pm
5.00 pm

Crib Service with figures
Drive-In Carol Service

*Some magazines do not print in January
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Onehouse Village Sign
Finborough School (Hall)

20 December: Fourth Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7.1-11,16; Psalm 89.1-4,19-26; Romans 16.25-27; Luke 1.26-38
9.30 am
Spiritual Communion
Zoom meeting
11.00 am
Holy Communion
Great Finborough
3.00 pm
Crib Service for
Battisford Village Green
Little Finborough with figures
6.30pm
Nine Lessons and Carols, led by Buxhall choir

24 December: Christmas Eve
2 Samuel 7.1-5,8-11,16; Psalm 89.2,19-27; Acts 13.16-26; Luke 1.67-79
11.00 am
Crib Service
Combs
3.00 pm
Crib Service for Harleston
Harleston Green
and Shelland with figures
11.30pm
Midnight Spiritual Communion
Zoom meeting

25 December: CHRISTMAS DAY
Isaiah 52.7-10; Psalm 98; Hebrews 1.1-4[5-12]; John 1.1-14
9.30 am
Spiritual Holy Communion
Zoom meeting
9.30 am
Holy Communion
Great Finborough
(Common Worship)
11.00 am
Holy Communion
Buxhall
(Book of Common Prayer)

27 December: Christmas 1
Isaiah 61.10-62-3; Psalm 148.(1-6)7-14; Galatians 4.1-7; Luke 2.15-21
or
Exodus 33.7-11; Psalm 117; 1 John 1.1-10; John 21.19-25
9.30 am
Spiritual Communion
Zoom meeting
To facilitate safe seating arrangements, numbers will need to be limited.
Please book if you would like to attend.
For Combs: Jenny Straughier 615956
Little Finborough: Cheryl Edwards 774027
Precautions against coronavirus transmission will be in place. Face coverings
must be worn, and attendees must be seating where instructed. The
precautions may change as the regulations and best practice are modified.
5

Services on-line
In addition to the Zoom Services shown, we have regular on-line activity, held
by Zoom meeting

Morning Prayer on Wednesday and Saturday at 10 am.
Bible Study on Wednesday at 4 pm.
Log in details will gladly be given by Rev. Chris as well as the weekly Pew Sheet
and Orders of Service. Please ask.
The Sermon and a Reflection are uploaded onto YouTube each week as well.

Churches opening for Private Prayer (liable to change)
All folk from any of the parishes are welcome for private prayer at the largest
churches as follows:
10am - 12noon each Saturday at St Andrew’s, Great Finborough
2.30pm - 4.30 pm each Wednesday at St Mary’s, Combs

Church in the coronavirus pandemic
You will know that the Benefice offers a number of on-line services, on Sunday
and throughout the week. This has been reflected through the country. More
than 17,000 online services and events have been provided by Church of
England churches since the introduction of the lockdown and restrictions on
public worship earlier this year.
Figures from the Church of England’s A Church Near You website, which
allows people to search for church services and events, show that more than
17,000 online services or events are now listed, including Sunday Communion
services, Bible studies and morning or night prayer. Many of these services take
place regularly and this figure represents a snapshot of the likely total number.
The statistics do not include the Church of England’s national online weekly
services broadcast on Sundays and shared on Facebook and YouTube. There
have been nearly three million views of the national online services and posts
about the weekly broadcasts have been seen 23.6 million times. Contributors
have included the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, the Duke of Cambridge
and Pope Francis.
The national online services are being watched by a wide range of ages and
around one in five people viewing go to church infrequently or not at all.
Other figures in the report show that official Church of England apps from
Church House Publishing – the most popular being Daily Prayer, or the Daily
Office of morning, evening and night prayer - have been used more than seven
million times so far this year, up from five million in 2019. Church of England
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social media posts have been seen 86 million times so far, nearly double the
total for last year.
The growth in online services has been helped by the Church of England
stepping up its digital training programme for congregations. More than 4,200
vicars and local church leaders have taken part in remote digital training
courses so far this year, four times the number as in 2019.
The Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell, said: “At a time when many have
felt isolated and fearful, Church of England parishes and clergy have broadcast
thousands of online church services and events, seeking to bring comfort and
hope to their communities. We know that tens of thousands of those tuning in
will never have had contact with their local Church of England parish before
and may never have heard the Christian message. Their welcome presence is a
sign of the great hunger we all have for spiritual meaning in our lives.”

Suduko
Solution on page 19
Easy

Intermediate

How Father Christmas got where he is today
One person you are bound to run into this Christmas season is Father
Christmas. If he looks tired, just remember that he has been around a long time
and gone through a lot of transformations.
Father Christmas wasn’t always the red-suited, white-bearded star of the
retail trade that he is today. He began life as Nicholas, born way back about
AD260 in Patara, an important port on the southern coast of what is now
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Turkey. When his parents died and left him a fortune, Nicholas gave it away to
the poor. He became a bishop of the nearby city of Myra, where he almost
certainly suffered persecution and imprisonment at the hand of the Roman
Emperor Diocletian.
Nicholas was a serious theologian: he was a participant at the First Council
of Nicaea, which formulated the Creed which we still say today. He even,
reportedly, slapped another bishop in a squabble over the exact nature of the
Trinity.
Nicholas died in Myra about AD343, but the stories of his generosity and
kindness were just beginning. One enduring tale tells of the three girls whom
he rescued from certain prostitution by giving them gold for their dowries.
When the father confronted him to thank him, Nicholas said he should thank
God alone.
In the UK, Nicholas became the basis for Father Christmas, who emerged in
Victorian times as a jolly-faced bearded character. Meanwhile, Dutch and
German settlers had taken him to America with them as Sinter Klaas and Sankt
Nicklas.
It was in America that Nicholas received his final two great breaks into real
stardom. The first was when the Rev Clement C Moore, a New York Episcopal
minister, turned from his lifework of writing a Hebrew/English lexicon, to write
a fun poem for his children one Christmas. His ‘The Visit of St Nicholas’ is now
universally known by its first line: ‘T’was the Night Before Christmas’.
From Clement Moore we discovered that St Nicholas is round and pinkcheeked and white-bearded, and that he travels at night with sleigh, reindeer
and a sack of toys on his back. It was Clement Moore who also revealed that St
Nicholas enters houses down chimneys and fills children’s stockings with toys
and sweets.
So how did we find out that Father Christmas always wears red? That was
the US Coca-Cola advertising campaign of 1931, who finally released the latest,
up-to-date pictures of Father Christmas: wearing a bright red (the company’s
corporate colour), fur-trimmed coat and a large belt. Previously he’d been
pictured in different colours, but after that anything but red became
unthinkable.
These days, it is good that Father Christmas uses reindeer and doesn’t have
to pay for petrol. In order to get around all the children in the world on
Christmas Eve, he will have to travel 221 million miles at an average speed of
1279 miles a second, 6,395 times the speed of sound. For all those of us who
are already exhausted just rushing around getting ready for Christmas, that is a
sobering thought.
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Wordsearch

Solution on page 15

Silent Night
This much-loved carol comes from Austria, where it was first sung as Stille Nacht,
heilige Nacht on Christmas Eve, 1818. It was written by Father Joseph Mohr, a
young priest at St Nicholas parish church, in the village of Oberndorf bei Salzburg.
As Christmas 1818 approached, he asked the local schoolmaster, Franz Xaver
Gruber, to compose a melody for his carol. Gruber was organist in the nearby
village of Arnsdorf, and so was happy to oblige. On Christmas Eve they presented
the carol to the church during the midnight mass. The carol went on to become
loved world-wide; and the version sung by Bing Crosby is the third best-selling
single of all time.
Silent
First
Christmas
Young
Melody
Night
Sung
Eve
Priest
Single
Loved
Stille
Father
Organist
Bing
Carol
Nacht
Joseph
Midnight
Version
Austria
Heilige
Mohr
Mass
Third
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Christmas Character
Kenneth Mudd
Is this going to be a year when many people
send lots of Christmas cards to cheer up their
friends and family, or does the wide
acceptance of Zoom get-togethers mean that
most of our Christmas wishes this year will be
sent by electronic cards, or even just a quick
email? For those sending and receiving cards,
one thing is quite likely, that many of them will
feature that familiar Christmas bird, the robin.
The robin has been deeply associated with
Christmas in Britain where, in the early days of
the postal service, Christmas greetings cards were delivered by postmen who at
that time wore red coats. The postmen were affectionately known as
redbreasts or Robin Redbreasts. The familiar British bird appeared on the cards
representing, or through association with, the man who delivered the cards and
presents, and has done so ever since then. Folklore associates the robin with
the Christian basis for Christmas in another way. The robin was alleged to have
pulled thorns from Jesus’ brow as he carried his cross. The bird’s breast became
stained with His blood and has carried this mark ever since.
We may regard them as friendly and confiding, but robins are rather
aggressive birds. They defend their territories from other robins fiercely, and
the victor will sometimes kill the vanquished if it is unable to escape. The owner
of the territory is usually the winner. The urge to eliminate potential rivals is
very strong. David Lack, who researched the life of the robin, showed that a
robin will attack and destroy stuffed robins, or even a bunch of red feathers
placed in its territory.
They brighten our winter days by being one of the few birds that sings
almost all the year round, albeit with different songs in spring and autumn.
They even sing at night and, in the summer, they are sometimes mistaken for
nightingales. Their winter songs are perhaps another reason they are thought
of at the darkest time of the year. Around Christmas time the wistful autumn
song becomes much stronger as the males and females seek breeding partners.
Some folklore says they pair on Christmas Day, but it is usually a little later. By
the middle of January most will have found a mate. The females then stop
singing but the male continues, often with even greater gusto. If the female
held a winter territory adjacent to her mate’s, then the territories will be
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combined. There are about six and a half million robin territories in Britain in
the summer.
The British have regarded the robin with affection for a long time. The Anglo
Saxons called it the ruddoc or ruddock, and it is first mentioned in documents in
England in the 6th century. In the Middle Ages it was known as the redbreast,
and by the fifteenth century it had gained the affectionate name of Robin
Redbreast. One of our folk heroes, Robin Hood, was named after this little bird,
and it crops up again and again in folklore and superstition. Redbreast was its
official name until 1952 when the British Ornithologists Union formally
accepted the simple name of robin, which had been in common use for many
years
It is one of our commonest and most recognisable birds. A recent British
Trust for Ornithology’s Garden Bird Feeding Survey showed every garden in the
survey had a robin, and The British robin, which is so friendly to man, landing
on our spades and hopping around our feet as we work in the garden, is the
same species as that found elsewhere in its range. In continental Europe
however, they are shy woodland birds; so, robins do not have the same close
association with man, or with Christmas, elsewhere that they do in Britain. A
few other countries sometimes feature European robins on their cards, these
are usually former British colonies. The robin was voted Britain’s favourite bird,
and was officially adopted as our national bird in 1960, and voted our favourite
again in 2015.
Most British robins are fairly sedentary, but some, mainly female ones,
move south from Britain to southern Europe in the winter. This is a risky
survival strategy, because of the hazardous journey and because not everyone
loves robins the way we do. When in southern Europe these ‘British’ birds seem
to behave more like the local robin population; they inexplicably become more
wary of humans, which is quite different from how they behave in Britain. At
the same time that some British robins move south, many more robins fly to
Britain from continental Europe and Russia to escape the harsh winter weather.
Last year was the first winter we were able to track the path of this journey,
because until then transmitters had been too big for a robin to carry. The
development of a tiny VHF transmitter, called a nanotag, allowed ornithologists
to follow the journey of a robin from Heligoland to Landguard in Felixstowe.
The journey of 140 miles took the tiny traveller four hours. It avoided attacks by
gulls and birds of prey by flying low over the water, similar to a Second World
War aeroplane, flying low to avoid being spotted on radar.
I wish everyone a Happy Christmas, and let’s all hope for a better New Year.
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Letter from Uncle Eustace
Reverend Dr. Gary Bowness
On the best ways for a Rector to disrupt Christmas
The Rectory, St. James the Least of All
My dear Nephew Darren,
I am sorry I was not alive during that wonderful four-year period when Oliver
Cromwell abolished Christmas; no Christmas parties, no carol services, no cards to send
and no frantic last-minute shopping. That man was a hero.
Planning for Christmas at St James’ normally starts on 2nd January. By Easter, the
flowers for church have been carefully chosen to be colour coordinated, and the
seating plans and table decorations for the Christmas party have been allocated (with
nominated reserves in case someone should inconveniently die in the intervening eight
months). Long before Summer is over, the tree lights have been tested, music for the
Nine Lessons and Carols Service has been chosen and the service sheets printed. Way
before the dark nights set in, car parking attendants will have been found, those who
are to light all the candles will have been rehearsed to perfection, and the brass lectern
has had its annual polish.
We do not do spontaneity at St James the Least of All. If ever there was a service
when time for something unexpected had to be allowed, its place would be announced
in the order of service, how long the unexpected thing would happen for would have
been decided by a committee, and who was to be spontaneous would have been
allocated on a rota.
But even in happier pre-Covid times, the one person none of these well-meaning,
efficient, committed organisers can control is the Rector. You could call it a staff perk.
Carols will (accidentally, of course) be announced in the wrong order; if verse 3 was
to be omitted, I announce it will be verse 4. This keeps the organist on his toes while
the choir hovers on the point of a collective nervous breakdown. At the Christmas
supper, my introductory welcome speech and extensive grace make those in the
kitchen wonder if the vegetables being boiled should better be served as thick soup.
I offer the helpful suggestion that the tree, having been installed and decorated in
the chancel, may perhaps look better in the sanctuary and I turn all the heating off
throughout the season, explaining that it will help the flowers to last. All Services will
start five minutes early (was my watch rather fast?) so I can look disapprovingly at
those still coming in while we are singing the first carol and making it clear that I think
they had spent too long in the pub next door.
And so we all reach Christmas morning, with 12 months of planning having gone yet
again slightly awry, with parishioners exhausted and I exhilarated at the chaos that has
been created with such ease. Mr Cromwell, your spirit lives on.
Your loving uncle,
Eustace
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A Quiz on 2020
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.

12.
13.

14.

Job applications from weirdos and misfits were invited from people to
work at which place in London?
Which famous actor who died this year is associated with the phrase “I am
Spartacus?”
In February the Church of England advised against the practice of
‘intinction’ – what is it?
In a world “where you can be anything, be ______” – what, wrote actress
Caroline Flack on Instagram in December 2019?
What were we supposed to do in March while singing the National Anthem
or Happy Birthday twice?
This year was a leap year. What do we call other years?
Which village in the Peak District is associated with self-isolation during a
previous plague?
How long, literally, is quarantine?
Why did President Macron visit Britain on 18th June? What other AngloFrench anniversary could he have remembered but for some reason it was
not mentioned?
How many countries launched space rockets to Mars this year?
Who, in their resignation letter in August, on Twitter posted, “I have
championed our work, built our relationships and celebrated the diversity
of our staff… and will always be an ambassador for the UK and the new
Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office” after a four-year career
in Downing Street which had included scraps with a neighbour? He was
going to spend more time with a family in the country.
What was the Battle of the Tennis Court and why was it remembered in
August?
The BBC originally banned singing the lyrics from which song from the Last
night of the Proms, because it had a link in their minds with slavery and
colonialism?
This year marked the 400th anniversary of the voyage of the Mayflower.
What event did they start which led to a public holiday in America?

Answers on page 20
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Crossword
Across
1 Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)
4 ‘He stretches out the heavens like a — , and spreads them out like a tent
to live in’ (Isaiah 40:22) (6)
7 What the dove carried the olive leaf in, when it returned to Noah’s ark
(Genesis 8:11) (4)
8 Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)
9 Judah’s last king, who ended his days as a blind prisoner in Babylon
(Jeremiah 52:11) (8)
13 ‘They all — and were satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) (3)
16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so was Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the
Naamathite (Job 2:11; 16:2) (4,9)
17 National Association of Evangelicals (of the USA) (1,1,1)
19 Popular song for New Year’s Eve, Auld — — (4,4)
24 Able dock (anag.) (8)
25 The number of stones David chose for his confrontation with Goliath (1
Samuel 17:40) (4)
26 Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6)
27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6)
Down
1 Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) (4)
2 Conciliatory
(Titus 3:2)
(9)
3 ‘Do this, whenever you — it, in remembrance of me’ (1 Corinthians 11:25)
(5)
4 A group assisting in the governance of the Roman Catholic Church (5)
5 One of the gifts Joseph’s brothers took with them on their second journey
to Egypt (Genesis 43:11) (4)
6 ‘Reach out your hand and — — into my side. Stop doubting and believe’
(John 20:27) (3,2)
10 Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthians 8:7) (5)
11 ‘What — — that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for
him?’ (Psalm 8:4) (2,3)
12 Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5)
13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9)
14 Comes between 2 Chronicles and Nehemiah (4)
15 One of Israel’s northern towns conquered by Ben-Hadad (1 Kings 15:20) (4)
18 Narnia’s Lion (5)
16

20 One of the two rivers in which Naaman would have preferred to wash (2
Kings 5:12) (5)
21 Avarice—one of the evils that come from inside people (Mark 7:22) (5)
22 Knight Grand Cross of St Michael and St George (1,1,1,1)
23 Jacob’s first wife (Genesis 29:23) (4)

Solution on page 19
Raise a smile: Friction at Christmas
This Christmas, if your family is able to get together, remember: a certain
friction between the generations is inevitable. After all, the young and the old
have all the answers and those in between are stuck with all the questions.
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Maze

I am a keen young gardener, being tutored by a retired head gardener
with 50 years’ experience. I am self-employed and happy to undertake
any gardening jobs, large or small.
Contact me, Owen Gillespie, on 07811078100.
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Solutions to Sudoku: Easy

Intermediate

Solution to Crossword

Solution to Wordsearch

Raise a smile: Picture
The teacher asked her Sunday School class to draw a picture of a Bible story
with a Christmas theme. She was puzzled by Kate’s picture, which showed four
people on an aeroplane. She asked her which story it was meant to represent.
‘The Flight to Egypt,’ was the reply.
Pointing at each figure, the teacher ventured: ‘That must be Mary, Joseph,
and Baby Jesus. But who's the fourth person?"’
‘Oh,’ explained Kate happily, ‘that's Pontius – the pilot!’
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Answers for Quiz on 2020
1. Job applications from weirdos and misfits were invited from people to
work at 10 Downing Street.
2. Kirk Douglas was the famous actor who died this year and is associated
with the phrase “I am Spartacus”.
3. In February the Church of England advised against the practice of
‘intinction’ – which is dipping the communion wafer in wine.
4. In a world “where you can be anything, be kind” wrote actress Caroline
Flack on Instagram in December 2019.
5. We were supposed to wash our hands in March while singing the National
Anthem or Happy Birthday twice.
6. This year was a leap year. We call other years common years.
7. Eyam is the village in the peak district is associated with self-isolation
during a previous plague.
8. Quarantine is forty days long, literally, the word derives from the Italian
expression quaranta giorni.
9. President Macron visited Britain on 18th June to commemorate
De Gaulle’s broadcast to France in 1940. It was also the anniversary of the
battle of Waterloo in 1815.
10. The United States, Europe, Russia and China have all launched space
rockets to Mars this year.
11. The Foreign Office cat, Palmerston, in his resignation letter in August on
Twitter posted, “I have championed our work, built our relationships and
celebrated the diversity of our staff… and will always be an ambassador for
the UK and the new Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office”
after a four-year career in Downing Street which had included scraps with
a neighbour. He was going to spend more time with a family in the
country.
12. The Battle of the Tennis Court was part of the Burma Campaign during the
Second World War. It was remembered in August as part of
VJ commemorations.
13. The BBC originally banned singing the lyrics from Rule Britannia from the
Last Night of the Proms. The decision was reversed.
14. This year marked the 400th anniversary of the voyage of the Mayflower.
Their celebration of harvest gave rise to Thanksgiving.
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Stowmarket Chorale
Get in the Christmassy Mood
Zoom Singing 7.30 p.m. Wednesdays,
25th November to 16th December 2020.
There is no charge for membership of the choir this term so
feel free to try us out without obligation. We are a friendly
bunch of people who will make you feel very welcome. The
wearing of Christmassy hats, earrings and jumpers is
optional – some bright sparks will certainly be wearing them!
Please see the November issue of The Together Sheet for information about
the Stowmarket Chorale. Then, if you are interested, please get in touch with
Adrienne at membership@stowmarketchorale.org. and we’ll send you a link to
join. We would love to hear from you.

How many Christmas carols do you really know?
Here is a challenge: why not spend some time learning the words to traditional
carols this year? Polls have found that too many of us know the title of a carol
and the tune and the opening line or so, but then we have to make it up. This
year you probably have more time at home, so get going!

Contacts
Rector

Associate Priest

Rev. Chris Childs
Tel. 01449 673280
The Rectory, 135 Poplar Hill,
Combs, IP14 2AY
email: revcchilds@aol.com
Rev. Canon Pauline Higham
Tel. 01449 771791
The Rectory, Woodlands Close,
Onehouse, IP14 3HL
email: paulinehigham@googlemail.com
−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−−

The Reverend Dr. Gary Bowness contributes articles to church publications through www.parishpump.co.uk.
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